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As Sabres' slide continues, Jeff Skinner trying to 'work through' recent slump
By Lance Lysowski
The Buffalo News
March 13, 2019
When the Buffalo Sabres' season reached its apex, Zoom Copy in downtown Buffalo placed a sign outside its Main
Street storefront that read, "Jeff Skinner for Mayor."
At the time, the 26-year-old winger was the toast of Buffalo, captivating the Sabres' long-frustrated fan base by
scoring 10 goals during their 10-game winning streak in November. He was the leading goal scorer on the best
team in the NHL through the season's first 25 games.
Now, Skinner is only three weeks away from continuing his run as the league's longest-tenured player yet to
appear in a Stanley Cup playoff game and will carry a 12-game goalless drought into Thursday night's game
against the Pittsburgh Penguins.
The talk of his pending unrestricted free agency, and a possible long-term contract extension, has been replaced
by questions about his unprecedented bad luck and the Sabres' historic slide.
"We’re not where we want to be," Skinner said following practice Wednesday in KeyBank Center. "That’s not a
great feeling. Again, we can only control what we do from here on."
Despite the recent slump, Skinner's 36 goals in 69 games are 10 behind Washington's Alex Ovechkin for the
league lead and rank ninth overall. Skinner became the fifth player in franchise history to score at least 35 goals
in his first season with the Sabres and his next goal will match his previous career high, which was set in 201617.
Additionally, his 28 even-strength goals are already the most ever recorded by a player in his first season with the
team, and he is on pace to become the first Sabre to score at least 40 goals since Thomas Vanek had 40 in 200809.
This is the third-longest slump of his career – Skinner was held scoreless in the final 18 games of 2014-15 – an
unprecedented statistical regression considering he had not gone more than four games without a goal this
season.
Still, Skinner has been everything General Manager Jason Botterill could have hoped for when the Sabres
acquired him from Carolina for prospect Cliff Pu and three draft picks in August. Skinner, who will turn 27 in May,
has 58 points while posting the Sabres' best 5-on-5 shot differential.
While puck luck remains elusive, Skinner has continued to generate scoring chances during the Sabres' offensive
drought. He hit the post twice Tuesday in a 2-0 loss to Dallas, using his skating ability to drive to the net through
a group of defenders before firing off a backhanded shot.
"When he’s at his best he’s stripping pucks from behind, he’s reloading well, turning pucks over and he’s getting
opportunities," coach Phil Housley explained. "He’s getting a lot of looks. It’s going to come for him. At this point,
since he hasn’t scored in a long time it gets elevated, but he’s still getting the looks. ... He just needs to continue
to find ways to create."
While Skinner has only five points over the past 12 games, he has 37 shots on goal during that span, including 21
over a four-game stretch, to rank second on the team behind Jack Eichel. He scored twice in a 6-2 loss to the
New York Rangers on Feb. 15, only to post a minus-2 rating in the two games that followed.
Skinner then suffered what appeared to be a devastating knee injury when he was tripped by Washington's Carl
Hagelin during the second period, only to return for the third period of a 5-2 Buffalo win on Feb. 23. He has
played at least 20 minutes in four of the past eight games and has been held without a shot only once.

"You’re going to go through stretches where things aren’t going your way or you’re not finishing as many chances
as you’d like, but you want to create as much as you can," Skinner added. "If you keep creating, odds are that
over the course of time it will even out and things will start to go in. As a line, as a team, I think we’ve created a
little more than we’ve gotten over the last few games and we’ve got to keep doing that."
With the Sabres' goalless drought at 137 minutes, 40 seconds, Housley shuffled his lines during practice
Wednesday and has Skinner skating with Vladimir Sobotka and Jason Pominville since Eichel has one game left
on a suspension.
Skinner's regression did not came at an inopportune time. His agent, Don Meehan, is actively negotiating a
contract extension with Botterill, and the market has been set with Vegas signing recently acquired winger Mark
Stone to an eight-year, $76 million extension.
Skinner has said all along his focus is on the season, leaving all contract talks up to Meehan. While a deal is not
complete, Skinner has not hid his desire to remain in Buffalo. He beamed Wednesday when asked of Rasmus
Dahlin's progress, saying, "He’s only going to continue to get better, which is nice for us and scary for everyone
else."
On the team's growth and chemistry since his arrival, Skinner said, "There’s a really good group of guys, which is
big. When you’re going out there and playing as many games as you are, going through ups and downs, it’s a lot
more enjoyable when you like the guys that you’re sort of doing it with."
While the Sabres are 13 games away from likely becoming only the second team in NHL history to miss the
playoffs in the same season in which they won 10 games in a row, Skinner's focus is on gathering points, for
himself and the team.
"Everyone is competitive," he said. "Everyone in here wants to win. Everyone in here wants to produce. During
times those things aren’t happening you sort of have to bear down and work through it. It happens to everyone.
It happens to every team and every player in the league. You have to work through it and get through it as quick
as you can."

Sabres Notebook: Defenseman Zach Bogosian day to day with upper-body injury
By Lance Lysowski
The Buffalo News
March 13, 2019
Zach Bogosian's availability is in question after an upper-body injury prevented the Buffalo Sabres defenseman
from practicing Wednesday in KeyBank Center.
Bogosian did not return for the third period of the Sabres' 2-0 loss to Dallas on Tuesday and finished with only 13
minutes, 32 seconds of ice time. Coach Phil Housley told reporters following practice that the team expected to
receive more information about Bogosian's status Wednesday afternoon.
Casey Nelson will draw back into the lineup if Bogosian is unavailable to play Thursday night against the
Pittsburgh Penguins.
"We'll know more later on today but it's still a day-to-day situation," Housley said.
Bogosian, 28, has three goals among 17 points with a minus-2 rating in 61 games this season. He has missed
eight games because of injury, including the Sabres' 4-3 loss to Edmonton on March 4, and was one of three
Sabres to not record a shot on goal against Dallas.
Nelson, 26, has appeared in only three games since Dec. 4, spending more than a month as a healthy scratch
after his conditioning assignment in Rochester. He played three consecutive games -- including only 13 minutes,
21 seconds during a 3-0 loss in Colorado on Saturday -- before Housley scratched him Tuesday for "mainly"
performance reasons.
Housley acknowledged there was a conversation about how Nelson responded immediately after Colorado's Nikita
Zadorov's hit to the head on Jack Eichel. Nelson was paired with Marco Scandella during practice Wednesday,
while Brandon Montour skated with Rasmus Dahlin and Rasmus Ristolainen remained with Matt Hunwick.
Dahlin, an 18-year-old rookie, played 24 minutes, 50 seconds against the Stars with Bogosian out and has seen
his ice time gradually increase throughout the season. He averaged 18 minutes, 41 seconds during October,
compared to 22 minutes, 18 seconds over the past 49 games.
"The one thing I really like about Rasmus is his battle level," Housley said of Dahlin. "His compete, game in and
game out, has been good. Throughout an 82-game season you're going to have your ups and downs. Right to
the end, in the game last night, he's still battling. He's keeping pucks in and he's fighting, and he's a very
competitive player."
Youth movement
Consecutive shutout losses led Housley to place Tage Thompson, Casey Mittelstadt and Alex Nylander on the
same line during Wednesday's practice.
All three are former first-round draft picks and are 21 years old or younger. They also combined for eight shots
on goal against Dallas, including four from Thompson.
"I’ve really liked what they brought," Housley said. "They’re creating. They used their speed and were attacking
the game and we need more of it."
Additionally, Sam Reinhart skated with Evan Rodrigues and Conor Sheary, while Jeff Skinner was placed with
Vladimir Sobotka and Jason Pominville.
Amerks sign defenseman
Sabres assistant general manager Randy Sexton announced Wednesday that Rochester signed defenseman Kurt
Gosselin, a college free agent from the University of Alabama-Huntsville, to a two-way, AHL contract for 2019-20.

Gosselin, 24, will join the Cincinnati Cyclones on an amateur tryout for the rest of this season. He played in 118
career college games, scoring 20 goals with 38 assists.
Mittelstadt's brother
Luke Mittelstadt, the 16-year-old brother of Casey, is among the 52 players born in 2003 to be considered for the
2019-20 U.S. National Under-17 Team. A defenseman for Eden Prairie High School near Minneapolis, Luke will
compete in a four-day evaluation camp this month, which will determine the roster for next year.

Sabres prospect Lawrence Pilut adjusting nicely after being sent back to
Rochester
By Bill Hoppe
The Buffalo News
March 13, 2019
ROCHESTER – In Zach Redmond’s mind, Sabres defense prospect Lawrence Pilut possesses the talent to play in
the NHL right now.
Of course, after sending Pilut back to the Rochester Americans and trading Nathan Beaulieu late last month, the
Sabres still have eight healthy defensemen. They’ve been scratching two every game.
“It’s a question of when there’s room for him,” said Redmond, Pilut’s defense partner much of this season.
“Buffalo’s got a good back end. That’s just how it goes sometimes. If he’s somewhere else on a different team,
he’s probably there full time.”
So following a 25-game run with the Sabres, Pilut, a free agent signing, is back in the minors patiently awaiting
another opportunity. The Swede looked impressive at times during his first NHL action, showcasing the scoring
prowess that makes him one of the American Hockey League’s premier offensive threats.
Pilut, who scored one goal and six points in the NHL, has tried to embrace his demotion. The prospect returned
fully invested in the Amerks, according to Redmond and Rochester coach Chris Taylor.
“My mind was focused right away when I got back, just keep working on my game, keep trying to develop and
keep working on the small things,” Pilut said prior to registering an assist in a 5-0 win over Bridgeport Sound on
Friday in Blue Cross Arena.
“I’m playing a lot and getting a lot of minutes. I just love being around these guys. It’s been a good feeling since
I’ve been back.”
After spending five years in the Swedish Hockey League, Pilut, 23, compiled three goals and 22 points in his first
16 AHL outings. His strong play essentially forced the Sabres to recall him in late November.
But transitioning back to a league he often dominated has taken some time. While it’s a small sample size, Pilut
has one goal and three points in seven contests since returning. He scored Sunday in a 6-1 win over Binghamton.
“He’s just trying to create some confidence for himself and get adjusted, because it’s not easy,” said Taylor, who
shuttled between leagues much of his playing career. “I’ve been there before getting sent down from the NHL.
The timing’s off a little bit here and there, (there are) different players and different structures.”
Pilut said: “I’ve got a little ways to go.”
Naturally, Taylor said opponents have started paying closer attention to Pilut, who has terrific vision from the
point and a knack for getting the puck to his teammates.
“Maybe he’s got to start shooting the puck a little bit more,” Taylor said.
Last weekend, Taylor broke up Pilut and Redmond, arguably the AHL’s most lethal defense tandem. Pilut, a lefthanded shot, skated with Will Borgen, a righty. On Friday, Redmond moved beside Matt Tennyson, another righthander. On Sunday, Redmond played with Brandon Hickey.
“We wanted to add a different dimension to our group,” Taylor said. “We wanted to give a steadiness to
Lawrence, too. I think (Borgen) stays back a little bit more and that gives a little bit more freedom for Lawrence
to get up in the play.”
Still, it wouldn’t be surprising if Taylor put Pilut and Redmond together again.

Redmond, 30, has enjoyed one of the greatest seasons by an AHL defenseman, scoring 21 goals in his first 50
outings. The veteran is a league MVP candidate.
“They both feed off each other, both offensively and defensively, because they have to play against some top
lines,” Taylor said. “I think that only makes (Pilut) better for the NHL, make sure he’s playing against the top lines
as well, challenge himself. We just don’t want to put him in cushy positions.”
Even if they aren’t playing together, Redmond’s professionalism makes him an excellent mentor for Pilut.
“His demeanor is perfect for Lawrence,” Taylor said. “He doesn’t get too excited, the highs and the lows. He’s
demanding on himself but he doesn’t show it to others. His body language is very good. He’s a positive role
model for Lawrence to show. Zach’s been there.”

Sabres' Sobotka is trying to get through the tough times
WGR 550
March 13, 2019
Buffalo, NY (WGR 550) - Vladimir Sobotka had gone 42 games without a goal before he scored in Florida. The
forward has two goals in his last eight games and he said it helps, “Yes I think so, it’s been frustrating, but I don’t
think about it a lot, I just focus on the D-zone, so I was focusing more on that and not too much on offense.”
Robin Lehner was hated by many Buffalo fans before he ever put on a uniform. He was abused on social media
and he would get blamed for every goal that went in on him. Lehner was hated because Tim Murray traded a first
round pick to get him.
Sobotka has been treated the same way on social media because he didn’t score for 42 games, and he was part
of a trade for Ryan O’Reilly. Some of the things said about him are vicious and he's the whipping boy for many
fans and media. Sobotka is fully aware of it, “I don’t care what they say. You have to ignore that. If you read that
you have to deal with that, so I read stuff, but I don’t pay any attention to it.
“I read it, I think about the guy that writes it then I think some stuff and that’s it, it’s the next morning and I
don’t think about it.”
Even though the Sabres have the third worst record in the NHL since they were first overall, Sobotka said that
there is no dissension inside the locker-room, “Oh yes for sure, we’re together, I think everyone trusts each
other.”
Since the Sabres won 10 in a row, they’re 13-24-7. Detroit it 13-25-7 and Ottawa is 13-29-3. The Rangers and
Colorado have won 15 games since then while Anaheim, New Jersey and Los Angeles have won 16.
The 13-24-7 record gives the team 33 points. Buffalo got 35 points opening the season 17-7-2.
After Tuesday’s practice, Phil Housley said Zach Bogosian was still being evaluated with an upper-body injury and
is day-to-day.
Phil Housley put 20-year-old Casey Mittelstadt on a line with two 21-year-olds in Tage Thompson and Alex
Nylander. He said, “We haven’t scored in a couple of games and I’m excited to see what the young guys can
bring. Maybe some energy and I really liked Tage’s game. I thought Mittelstadt attacked the game and Alex, as
the game wore on got more comfortable, so it’ll be interesting to see how that plays out.”
There are many games that they get very little out of Thompson, but then there are games like Dallas where he's
on top of things and gets numerous opportunities. Housley said when Thompson is on, it’s noticeable, “He’s
skating and he’s moving his feet. There’s a speed element to his game that when he does use it, he’s very
effective.
Housley also knows when his youngster doesn't have it, “When he’s getting pucks and is standing still and he’s
not getting off his mark, he’s easily played.
“One thing when I know he’s on is he’s bringing a physical element too. He’s getting in on the forecheck, he’s
finishing his check and he does a much better job and he has to continue to do that, just get his body over the
puck, using that size and reach to protect pucks.”
Despite playing very good defense against the Stars, the Sabres still came away with no goals and no points.
Housley said, “We only gave that team 11 even strength scoring chances and if you continue to do that, it’s going
to flip and that’s one of the challenges we face, but if we continue to play that type of game, maybe we can get
some puck-luck because I’m a big believer that the harder you work, the hockey gods will be on your side if
you’re playing the game the right way.”

Monday’s lines:
Nylander - Mittelstadt - Thompson
Sheary - Rodrigues - Reinhart
Skinner - Sobotka - Pominville
Wilson - Larsson - Okposo
Hunwick - Ristolainen
Scandella - Nelson
Dahlin – Montour

Sabres’ Jeff Skinner battling first slump of season
By Bill Hoppe
Olean Times Herald
March 13, 2019
BUFFALO – Forget about Jeff Skinner scoring 50 times. Thanks to a four-week slump, the Sabres winger might
fall short of the 40-goal mark.
Skinner, 26, showcased dynamic consistency over his first 57 outings, never going more than four games without
a goal.
After scoring twice on Feb. 15, Skinner was producing at a 52-goal pace over a full season.
But Skinner been stuck on 36 goals for 27 days. The NHL All-Star has a 12-game goal drought entering
Thursday’s game against the Pittsburgh Penguins at KeyBank Center.
Skinner, however, hasn’t stopped generating offense. He has recorded 37 shots on goal over his drought and
constantly buzzed around the net.
Basically, Skinner has kept doing many of the things that made him so successful earlier this season. He has just
lacked finish.
While Skinner has only registered four shots in the last three contests, he hit the post twice in Tuesday’s 2-0
home loss to the Dallas Stars.
“It’s not a good feeling, but at the same time, you have to stick with it and create some more,” Skinner said
Tuesday. “A couple nice plays on those chances. Just got to stick with it and they’ll start going in.”
Like all scorers, Skinner can be streaky. He closed the 2014-15 season without scoring in 18 straight games, his
longest streak ever. Last year at this time, he was in the midst of a 13-game goalless stretch.
To Sabres coach Phil Housley, Skinner, who has five assists during his drought, has recently been snakebitten.
“It’s going to come for him,” Housley told reporters Wednesday. “It’s just at this point, since he hasn’t scored in a
long time, it gets elevated, but he’s still getting the looks. He hit two posts (Tuesday). So he’s got to continue to
just find ways to create.”
Not surprisingly, the Sabres, who have been blanked in the last two games, have fallen apart without Skinner’s
offense. They’ve lost five straight games (0-4-1) and have won just twice (2-8-2) during his slump.
Skinner has scored 19 percent of the Sabres’ 190 goals. His main setup man, captain and leading scorer Jack
Eichel, will serve the second and final game of his suspension tonight for an illegal check to Colorado Avalanche
forward Carl Soderberg’s head.
Without Eichel, Housley got creative putting together his lines Wednesday, placing Skinner at left wing beside
center Vladimir Sobotka and Jason Pominville.
Sobotka has compiled 12 points this season and zero assists in his last 18 games.
Meanwhile, Housley assembled three youngsters – center Casey Mittelstadt and Alexander Nylander and Tage
Thompson – as a trio.
Nylander, 21, made his season debut Tuesday.
“I’m excited to see what the young guys bring, some energy,” Housley said. “I really liked Tage’s game
(Tuesday). I thought Mittelstadt attacked the game. Alex, as the game went on, looked more comfortable.”

–
Sabres defenseman Zach Bogosian, who left Tuesday’s loss after the second period, is day-to-day with an upperbody injury, Housley said.
Bogosian did not practice Wednesday.
If Bogosian can’t play, defenseman Casey Nelson would likely move in.

Sabres generate more offense, still fall to Stars
By Bill Hoppe
Olean Times Herald
March 13, 2019
BUFFALO – Right now, it feels like the Sabres might not win another game this season.
Sure, they made progress in Tuesday’s 2-0 loss, pumping 35 shots on goal and attempting 61 overall. Five-onfive, they probably outplayed the Dallas Stars.
Of course, any effort would’ve looked better than their last one, Saturday afternoon’s miserable 3-0 loss in
Colorado. In a downright terrible offensive display, the Sabres produced only nine shots in the opening 50
minutes against the Avalanche.
So, yes, a team can showcase improvements while getting shut out again.
The Sabres haven’t scored since winger Kyle Okposo’s goal 7:20 into the third period in Thursday’s 5-4 shootout
loss to the Chicago Blackhawks, a stretch of 137:40.
“I know it sounds like a broken record, but coming back from Colorado, I did like the response from our players,”
coach Phil Housley said following the Sabres’ fifth straight loss.
Sabres winger Tage Thompson said: “That’s the response we needed. I think we need to build off of that.”
While the Sabres fell out of a playoff spot a long time ago, they stayed in the chase as the winter progressed. At
least they had improved enough to play meaningful late-season games, right?
Well, the Sabres are 2-9-2 in their last 13 contests. In their most critical stretch of games in seven years, they’ve
completely fallen apart.
Tuesday’s game before the crowd of 17,830 inside KeyBank Center looked like trouble from the beginning.
Stars goalie Ben Bishop has dominated the Sabres throughout his career. His third straight shutout – he has also
blanked Colorado and the New York Rangers this month – improved him to 12-0-1 in 13 career appearances
against Buffalo.
Bishop joined Ed Belfour and Cesare Maniago as the only Stars goalies to record three consecutive shutouts.
Bishop also beat the Sabres 1-0 on Jan. 30 in Dallas.
“It’s got to be frustrating,” Housley said of the Sabres’ scoring woes. “We could’ve gotten to the net a little bit
more to try for a second or third opportunity. But we had guys around the net, we never found the rebound.
“Not to make an excuse, we ran into a goaltender that’s been playing terrific hockey right now. … We got to find
a way to make it difficult for the goaltenders.”
Still, the Sabres, who played without suspended captain Jack Eichel, had chances to beat Bishop.
With the game scoreless early in the second period, 36-goal winger Jeff Skinner hit the post. Skinner hit the post
again during a late power play.
“I can’t fault the way we worked, the effort,” Housley said. “We were heavy in the battle. It’s unfortunate
because this is the result. …
“But at the same time, we had our opportunities. We score that goal to start the second, it changes the
complexion of the game, it gives our team a boost.”

Skinner showcased remarkable consistency for nearly five months, scoring at a 50-goal pace until late last month.
But hasn’t scored since Feb. 15, a 12-game drought.
“Just got to stick with it and they’ll start going in,” Skinner said.
The Sabres had some bright spots Tuesday.
Thompson, fresh off getting scratched, recorded four shots and had about three or four quality scoring chances,
including a breakaway.
“I really liked his game tonight,” Housley said. “He brought an element of speed to the game, he had some really
good looks. He’s got to continue to do that. Even in the battle, I thought he delivered some hits. He was physical
out there tonight.”
Sabres winger Alexander Nylander, the eighth overall pick in 2016, also looked solid throughout his season debut.
“I got more and more comfortable each period,” Nylander said.
Stars winger Roope Hintz scored both goals, roofing a shot by goalie Linus Ullmark 7:29 into the second period
before beating him from the point on the power play at 13:12.
Housley had no update on defenseman Zach Bogosian, who left the game with an undisclosed injury after the
second period.

Buffalo Sabres launch cap of hope
By Dave Fields
WYRK
March 13, 2019
The Buffalo Sabres have teamed up with Roswell Park and Wegmans to introduced the Official Cap Of Hope.
The hat features the Sabres logo on the front along with Roswell Park. A portion of the proceeds will be donated
to cancer research and patient care.
You can buy the hat at area Wegman's and at KeyBank Center.

Sabres' young trio to skate as linemates vs. Pens
By Jourdon LaBarber
Sabres.com
March 13, 2019
Casey Mittelstadt formed quick friendships with Alexander Nylander and Tage Thompson when the three players
convened for training camp in September. They briefly skated as linemates, first at the Prospects Challenge and
then in a preseason game against Toronto.
If practice on Wednesday was any indication, the young trio is set to be reunited for the Sabres' home game
against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday.
"I think, obviously, I got to know them pretty well being the young guys," Mittelstadt said after practice on
Tuesday. "It's good to see Nyls up here, I haven't gotten to see him in a while. I'm pretty good buddies with him
and obviously me and Tage are really good buddies, being up here all year.
"It's exciting. I think we should have some fun, make some plays. Make sure we keep it simple and do our job,
but I think when we have the puck, we should be pretty dynamic."
The trio's dynamic qualities appealed to Phil Housley when the coach constructed his lineup for Wednesday,
coming on the heels of two straight shutout losses. Nylander, Mittelstadt and Thompson skated on separate lines
against Dallas on Tuesday but each managed to impress in their own way.
"I'm excited to see what the young guys can bring," Housley said. "I really liked Tage's game. I thought
Mittelstadt attacked the game. Alex, as the game wore on, got more comfortable and had a couple good looks.
"… I really liked what they brought. They were creating, they used their speed, they were attacking the game.
We need more of it."
Thompson ranked third on the Sabres with four shots against the Stars after sitting as a healthy scratch in
Colorado on Saturday. Housley said Thompson's effectiveness on offense tends to come when he utilizes his
speed and plays physically, which was the case on Tuesday.
"He's skating and he's moving his feet," Housley said. "There's a speed element to his game that, when he does
use it, he's very effective. He can find ways to create. When he's getting the puck and he's standing still and he's
not getting off his mark, he's easily played.
"One thing when I watch him and I know he's on is he's bringing a physical element too. He's getting on the
forecheck, he's finishing his checks and from that point he's turning pucks over."
Nylander made his season debut against Dallas after being recalled on Sunday and said he felt more comfortable
with each passing period. Mittelstadt said the winger made a strong impression during their time together at
camp.
"I played with him quite a bit in the preseason," Mittelstadt said. "He's always skating. I think he's got a harder
shot than he gets credit for and makes a lot of good little plays. From what I saw, we fed off each other pretty
well. Obviously, it's been a while, but we'll try to pick up where we left off."
With Jack Eichel serving the final game of his two-game suspension, the trio figures to see ample opportunity
against the dynamic Penguins lineup, which boasts Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Nick Bjugstad down the
middle.
Mittelstadt, a Crosby fan in his youth, said they'll be up to the challenge.
"Crosby's always been my favorite player," he said. "I always idolized him growing up, so playing against them is
always pretty cool for me. I think being out there against them in preseason was a little weird, but now it's pretty
normal.

"I think we just go out and play our game. If we play with the puck and we're attacking, then they can't do
anything with it. Just try to control the play in their end and make them play defense as much as we can."
Injury report
Zach Bogosian is day-to-day with an upper-body injury after missing the third period of the team's game against
Dallas on Tuesday. The defenseman ranks second on the Sabres with an average ice time of 21:39 in 61 games
this season.
Lines at practice
92 Alex Nylander - 37 Casey Mittelstadt - 72 Tage Thompson
43 Conor Sheary - 71 Evan Rodrigues - 23 Sam Reinhart
53 Jeff Skinner - 17 Vladimir Sobotka - 29 Jason Pominville
20 Scott Wilson - 22 Johan Larsson - 21 Kyle Okposo
Extra: 9 Jack Eichel, 28 Zemgus Girgensons
48 Matt Hunwick - 55 Rasmus Ristolainen
26 Rasmus Dahlin - 62 Brandon Montour
6 Marco Scandella - 8 Casey Nelson
35 Linus Ullmark
40 Carter Hutton

