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Devils-Sabres preview
Associated Press
March 19, 2015
New Jersey's stretch of success over the last month began with a win against the Buffalo Sabres.
A third straight victory Friday night would give the visiting Devils their first season sweep of the lowly Sabres in
17 years.
Though New Jersey (30-29-11) is 12th in the Eastern Conference and needs plenty of help over a little amount of
time to catch Boston for the final wild-card spot, its current 9-3-2 stretch has kept hope alive. This stretch and a
season-high four-game winning streak started with a 2-1 shootout victory over Buffalo (20-43-7) on Feb. 17.
"I've said from beginning that despite our record and how we've done, I don't think we've ever given up,"
goaltender Cory Schneider told the Devils' official website. "This is not where we want to be by any means (in the
standings), but as a group we put the effort in most nights."
Schneider is 7-3-2 with a 1.60 goals-against average as a starter over the last month and has recorded three of
his five shutouts during that span. He's also had a major hand in the Devils killing 35 of 37 penalties over the last
15 games.
He made 35 saves during Tuesday's 2-0 victory over Pittsburgh.
''I've felt pretty good for a while now,'' said Schneider, who has stopped 93 of 95 shots while New Jersey has
earned five points in the last three games. ''I feel good in net and I'm confident.
''I think my teammates are confident in me. We have that type of synergy going right now."
With the first of back-to-back games Friday, it's possible Schneider could sit one of those contests.
Since joining the Devils, Schneider is 3-1-1 with a 1.15 GAA against the Sabres. He stopped all but two of the 46
shots he faced while winning at home in the first two meetings this season.
New Jersey hasn't swept a season series from the Sabres since taking all four matchups in 1997-98. The Devils
have dropped four straight at Buffalo, but three were decided in a shootout.
Veteran Patrik Elias has two goals with two assists against the Sabres this season but he could miss a third
consecutive contest due to back spasms. He hasn't scored in his last 10 games and has been held without a point
in three straight at Buffalo.
The Sabres look to build on Tuesday's 2-1 shootout win at Boston that snapped an 0-5-2 slide.
Rasmus Ristolainen scored the tying goal early in the third period and Anders Lindback made 44 saves and didn't
allow anything in the shootout to record his first win in 13 starts this season between Dallas and Buffalo.
''I think we as a team deserve it," said Lindback, who made 35 saves in a 4-3 shootout loss to Washington the
night before. "We have been working so hard and where we are it's a tough situation to be in for everyone that is
here."
Lindback is 1-3-2 with a 2.41 GAA in seven games since he was acquired from the Stars on Feb. 11.

Leading scorer Tyler Ennis has one of the Sabres' two goals this season versus New Jersey. He scored twice in
regulation and again during a nine-round shootout of a 3-2 victory in the Devils' most recent visit to Buffalo on
April 1.

Lindback courts many fans’ displeasure
By John Vogl
Buffalo News
March 19, 2015
Anders Lindback is a super guy. Really, he is. Folks from Nashville to Tampa Bay to New York City vouch for him.
All it takes is one conversation with the goaltender for anyone to be convinced.
It’s a shame, then, that he’s on his way to becoming one of the most reviled Sabres ever.
The second-best stretch of Lindback’s career has Buffalo hockey fans cursing him in the name of Connor
McDavid. The goalie stole three points this week that never should have been in Buffalo’s bank. If he keeps it up
for the final 12 games, 30th place might become a thing of the past.
At any other time in Sabres history, Lindback would be a triumphant feel-good story. Instead, he’ll enter the
crease Friday against New Jersey or Saturday in Nashville with Blue and Gold backers begging for him to fail.
What everyone will see is a guy playing like his life depends on it. That’s not far from the truth.
Two weeks ago, Lindback seemed destined to return to Sweden forever. There are only 60 goaltending jobs in
the NHL, and the 26-year-old was about to be bumped out of one. Lindback had an .891 save percentage last
year and an .875 this season, numbers that would require his agent to do around-the-clock work just to get a
sniff of a contract. The goalie couldn’t even play for the last-place team. He sat on Buffalo’s bench for eight
straight games after being acquired Feb. 11 as a throw-in from Dallas in the Jhonas Enroth trade.
Then Chad Johnson got hurt during a morning skate in Ottawa. The injury became the biggest save of Lindback’s
life. He’s gone to the crease in Buffalo’s last seven games, putting up a .934 save percentage and 2.41 goalsagainst average while stopping 32 shots per night.
“I don’t really care about stats,” Lindback said Thursday. “I only care about winning. That’s why you play hockey.
You can have the worst save percentage. If you’re winning and playing on a winning team, that’s all that
matters.”
Talk like that can get a guy run over by a tank. Lindback is determined to stay ahead of a crushing blow, but
even he is aware how unreal his numbers are.
“If you take a couple games here and there, you can always find a high or low percentage in any goalie’s
statistics,” he said. “Come back after 20 more games.
“It’s one thing to play good for a little while, and for me I want to be good every night. I want to give the team a
chance to win every night. I can’t say I’m still there. I’m trying to get better every day.”
While the top-notch play has seemingly come out of nowhere, it was once expected.
The 6-foot-6 netminder jumped on teams’ radar by becoming a dependable backup to Pekka Rinne in Nashville.
During Lindback’s rookie year of 2010-11, he went 11-5-2 with a .915 save percentage. That December, he had a
6-0-1 run with a .949 save percentage and 1.43 goals-against average.
“Pekka Rinne was awesome to me from Day One,” said Lindback, who spent three years in Swedish leagues
before joining Rinne in Nasvhille. “He really influenced me both on and off the ice with how hard he works and
his goalie style, too.”

Lindback had a solid second season with the Predators (.912 save percentage), but he was never going to unseat
Rinne. Tampa Bay gave up two second-round picks and a third-rounder as part of a package to get Lindback
before the 2012-13 season.
After an up-and-down start, he suffered an ankle injury with five weeks left in the season. The Lightning acquired
Ben Bishop from Ottawa to fill the hole. The goalies entered the 2013-14 season in a competition for the top
spot. It was over in a hurry.
Lindback lost as the opening-night starter. Bishop began 5-0 and 13-2, and he finished as a Vezina Trophy
finalist. Lindback left last offseason and signed a one-year deal with Dallas, but he quickly ran afoul of Lindy Ruff.
The former Sabres coach is notoriously impatient with his goalies. Lindback gave up six goals in his second start,
and he made just five more over the next four and a half months.
“I can’t blame him,” Lindback said of Ruff. “My second start there was a really bad game. In this league, you
can’t afford to lose and you can’t afford bad goaltending. It’s crucial.
“That’s my job – to try to improve in practices every day and get the trust back.”
Lindback’s work ethic is what finally endeared him to Sabres coach Ted Nolan. The goalie has been a fighter since
age 18, when he was diagnosed with adult-onset Still’s disease. The rare condition, developed in less than 1 in
100,000 people per year, is a type of arthritis that is accompanied by a sore throat, rash, joint pain and high
fever. It is incurable.
“Since I’ve got on the medicine I’m on now and I’ve been since I was 18, I’ve never had a flare-up,” Lindback
said.
About the only thing Lindback has to worry about is playing time. The hot stretch while going to the crease every
night has cemented what Lindback has long believed: He’s not wired to be a backup.
“The more games you play, the more comfortable you feel in there,” he said. “When I get to play, I feel
somewhat relaxed and I don’t overplay situations. I stay a little calmer in the net than I do when I play every
third or second week. It’s like you want it so much and it’s hard to stay composed and just wait for it.”
Lindback will have to wait to see where his future will be. He’s going to be an unrestricted free agent, and there
have been no talks with the Sabres. Buffalo has only Johnson and minor-leaguer Andrey Makarov under contract
for next season.

Sabres notebook: Nolan has team staying competitive
By John Vogl
Buffalo News
March 19, 2015
After picking up an unexpected three points so far this week, the Sabres are feeling good. Fans who want Buffalo
to finish 30th are feeling nervous.
The Sabres, who have been in last place since Jan. 18, were three points behind No. 29 Arizona heading into the
Coyotes’ game against Colorado on Thursday. The Sabres and Coyotes could fight for position in the standings
until the final day of the season.
Ted Nolan has been pleading for the Sabres to play with effort and pride since the opening day of training camp.
With a guaranteed shot at Connor McDavid and Jack Eichel on the line, they’re doing it.
“If you’re any kind of competitive soul or competitive spirit, if you don’t get up for any kind of competition, you’re
in the wrong line of business,” the coach said. “Do something else. In this line of business, you have to be
competitive. Sometimes when you don’t do it, that’s when your stomach turns at nighttime wondering why.
“I’m not surprised with this group. We’re going to stay competitive as long as we can.”
Fans dreaming of a top-two pick in the NHL Draft were hoping the Sabres would fall back. Instead, Buffalo went
1-0-1 against Washington and Boston. New Jersey visits First Niagara Center on Friday, and Sabres fans might
not like what they see:
• Devils forward Patrik Elias won’t make the trip because of back spasms. Elias had two goals and four points
during the first two games between the clubs.
• New Jersey will use backup goaltender Keith Kinkaid rather than starter Cory Schneider, who will play Saturday
against the New York Islanders. Kinkaid is 4-4-3 with a .915 save percentage and 2.56 goals-against average.
Schneider is 26-25-7 but ranks second in save percentage (.929) and sixth in GAA (2.16).
The Sabres are starting a stretch of three games in four nights. They visit Nashville on Saturday and Dallas on
Monday. They’re excited after getting points in consecutive games for only the third time since Dec. 15.
“What you look for all season long is bring your best,” Nolan said. “That’s all you can ask for. I don’t care what
walk of life that you’re in, it’s your obligation, it’s your human nature just to give your best effort.
“There’s all kinds of things to play for. The biggest thing is just to play for good old pride.”
Fans looking for a superstar prospect would disagree.
...
Mark Pysyk has suffered a setback in his recovery from a mystery ailment that hospitalized him last month,
according to the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle.
Pysyk, who collapsed while playing a pickup basketball game Feb. 28, returned to practice last week with the
Rochester Americans. The team hoped to have him in the lineup Friday, but instead the defenseman headed to
Buffalo on Thursday to see doctors.
“He’s just not feeling well after he skates,” Amerks coach Chadd Cassidy told the Rochester newspaper. “We don’t
know if he’s just sick or if it’s something else.

“But in his situation, with the way things happened, we want to be 100 percent sure that he’s OK.”
...
Sabres defenseman Zach Bogosian, who has missed three straight games with a lower-body injury, is expected to
sit against the Devils. He might play Saturday.
Patrick Kaleta, who’s been out since Feb. 10 because of knee surgery, could return to the lineup next week.
...
The Sabres practiced in front of more than 300 students who are participating in the NHL and NHLPA Future
Goals program. Future Goals uses hockey to teach science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
“It was a lot of fun,” Nolan said. “The kids seemed to really enjoy the practice. For a lot of them, it was probably
the first time they’ve seen a professional hockey practice.”

Devils goalie Kinkaid to start against Sabres
By Mike Morreale
NHL.com
March 19, 2015
DEVILS (30-29-11) at SABRES (20-43-7)
TV: MSG+, MSG-B, BELL TV
Season series: Scott Gomez and Jacob Josefson scored in a shootout to give the New Jersey Devils a 2-1 victory
against the Buffalo Sabres at Prudential Center on Feb. 17. Devils goaltender Cory Schneider made 24 saves in
regulation and overtime. He stopped Matt Moulson and Tyler Ennis in the tiebreaker.
Devils team scope: Forward Patrik Elias will miss his third straight game with back spasms, according to
Northjersey.com. Elias, who skated on his own Thursday, is questionable against the New York Islanders on
Saturday. Goaltender Keith Kinkaid, who has won three of his past four decisions, will make his 10th start,
according to interim co-coach Lou Lamoriello. Schneider, who will start Saturday, earned his third shutout in the
past 10 starts in a 35-save, 2-0 victory against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday. The win enabled the Devils
to improve their record above .500 for the first time since Nov. 14 (8-7-2). Forward Adam Henrique has four
goals and six points over the past six games.
Sabres team scope: Defenseman Zach Bogosian, who has missed the past three games with a lower-body
injury, remains out. Forward Patrick Kaleta, who hasn't played since Feb. 10 with a knee injury, could miss two
more games, according to coach Ted Nolan. Goalie Anders Lindback, acquired in a Feb. 11 trade with the Dallas
Stars for a third-round choice in the 2016 NHL Draft, won his first game with his new team Tuesday when he
made a career-high 44 saves in a 2-1 victory against the Boston Bruins. It was Buffalo's first win in five tries
against the Bruins this season. The Sabres, last in the NHL with 47 points, will play three games in four days
beginning Friday, and continuing against the Nashville Predators on Saturday and Dallas Stars on Monday.

Could the Buffalo Sabres win their way out of the McDavid and Eichel
sweepstakes?
By Jared Clinton
The Hockey News
March 19, 2015
It might be hard to believe, but there’s a chance the Buffalo Sabres won’t finish dead last in the NHL this season.
And if they don’t finish at the bottom of the standings, they won’t have a guaranteed shot at Connor McDavid or
Jack Eichel in the upcoming draft.
Granted, yes, no matter where they finish, there’s a shot they land one of the two simply by luck of the draw.
However, if Buffalo doesn’t finish 30th in the league, there’s no promise they’re going to be able to get their
hands on either of the draft’s top two selections. But where does the concern come from for the Sabres?
Well, if things go right – or wrong, depending on how you want to look at it – and if Edmonton and Arizona fall
apart, the Sabres could fall as low as the third overall selection by the time the season is through. And the
possibility of that is quite high.
Each of the three bottom-feeding teams – Buffalo, Arizona and Edmonton – have played 70 games this season.
The Sabres, with 47 points, currently have a three-point “lead” in the McDavid/Eichel sweepstakes. However,
Edmonton, with only 14 regulation and overtime wins and 19 total wins, has the fewest victories of any of the
bottom three teams. Arizona has won 16 games in regulation or overtime and 21 overall to lead the pack, and
Buffalo’s 20 wins, only 12 of which have come without the use of the shootout, in the second worst.
Since the all-star break, Arizona has a record of 5-16-3, picking up just 13 points since Jan. 27. That’s thanks in
large part to the Coyotes’ dreadful 10-game losing streak. Over the same span, Edmonton has a record of 7-13-3
for 17 points and Buffalo has gone 6-17-4 for 16 points.
At this point in the season, though, with the trade deadline over and Arizona’s roster as bare of NHL talent as it
has been all year, you could argue they’re the worst team in the league right now. The Coyotes have picked up
only three points since the March 2 deadline, while both the Oilers and Sabres have taken four points in one less
game. If the trend continues, the three-point gap Buffalo is holding onto for 30th in the league (and the best shot
at the first-overall pick) might continue to shrink.
But what is maybe most concerning for Buffalo going down the stretch is that their strength of schedule might be
the easiest. No matter how bad the Sabres are, if they happen to pull out a few wins against lesser competition
or get lucky on a few nights, it could be enough to slip them ahead of Arizona.
Here’s how Buffalo’s schedule breaks down: They’ll play the Devils, Predators, Stars, Coyotes (x2), Avalanche
(x2), Maple Leafs, Blackhawks, Islanders, Hurricanes and Penguins. The sum of points between Buffalo’s
remaining opponents? 878, with the Coyotes and Avalanche counted twice. Only Nashville, Chicago, New York
and Pittsburgh are playoff teams.
For Arizona, the total points of their opponents is greater by 50 – and that includes the six-point difference they
give away in playing Buffalo twice. Remaining on Arizona’s schedule are the Avalanche, Penguins (x2), Canucks
(x2), Red Wings, Sabres (x2), Sharks (x2), Flames and Ducks. That’s a total of 928 standings points and a
combined six games against playoff teams – seven if you include Calgary in the mix and nine if you figure San
Jose can keep challenging for a playoff spot.
Edmonton has the most talented roster of the three teams, but they may have the most difficult schedule. To
close out 2014-15, the Oilers will play the Blue Jackets, Flyers, Jets, Avalanche (x2), Stars, Ducks, Kings (x2),
Flames, Sharks and Canucks. Combined, those teams have a total of 941 points, with Colorado and Los Angeles
being counted twice.

From the start of the season, there has been little secret made of the Sabres desire for the first overall pick. At or
before the deadline they shipped out both of their starting netminders. They’ve rid the team of any talent on
expiring deals. AHL players who have looked capable of NHL minutes – Mark Pysyk comes to mind – have been
demoted. This isn’t a team bent on winning games down the stretch, but due to sheer luck mixed with the
inability of the other basement clubs, it’s possible both McDavid and Eichel could escape the Sabres grasp.
It’s not often a matchup between the two worst teams in the league is considered marquee, but that’s exactly
what the home-and-home between the Coyotes and Sabres will be in March’s final days. If the Sabres sweep
those games, it could mean one of McDavid or Eichel is 100 percent Arizona bound.

Sabres goalie Anders Lindback knows hot streak means little
By Bill Hoppe
Olean Times Herald
March 19, 2015
BUFFALO – Anders Lindback likes to take a big-picture approach, so the Sabres goalie will examine his entire
season when it ends. The Swede’s six-game hot streak means little to him right now.
The 26-year-old, a spare part before the March 2 trade deadline, has quickly morphed into a stud in net, posting
a 2.41 goals-against average and a .934 save percentage in seven appearances (six starts) with his new club.
Lindback dazzled in his only win, making 44 stops in Tuesday’s 2-1 shootout triumph in Boston. He has a gaudy
.957 save percentage in his last three outings.
“Come back after 20 more games,” Lindback said Thursday inside the First Niagara Center. “It’s one thing to play
good for a little while. For me, I want to be good every night, give my team a chance to win every night. I can’t
say I’m … there.”
On a rebuilding team searching for help everywhere, the 6-foot-6 Lindback, an unrestricted free agent this
summer, has quickly emerged as an unlikely candidate to become the No. 1 goalie next season. Lindback has
never started regularly in his five NHL seasons. Chad Johnson’s injury recently created an opportunity for him.
“I know how hard it is in this league,” said Lindback, who will likely start his fifth straight game tonight against
the New Jersey Devils. “There’s only so many spots. You don’t get dealt chances. It’s only happening so often.
I’m just happy for this opportunity. It’s only six games. We only won one.”
When the Sabres acquired Lindback in the Jhonas Enroth trade with Dallas on Feb. 11, he appeared to simply be
a body to replace the departed netminder.
Lindback possessed some terrible numbers then, most notably an awful .875 save percentage, so fans wanted
him to play instead of the since-departed Michal Neuvirth to help cement the Sabres’ 30th-place finish.
Now, those same fans want Lindback to sit because he’s playing so well.
“He’s definitely shown that he belongs in this league, he can play,” Sabres goalie coach Arturs Irbe said. “It’s
short-term, there are more games to play. … He could be the starter. He has shown he can be a starter in this
league, which is great.”
How has Lindback transformed his game so quickly? He said Irbe hasn’t done much technical work with him. Irbe
said he made some tweaks and worked on Lindback’s strengths.
Irbe has a simple explanation for Lindback’s success.
“Anders is a total example of what you can do when a goalie works his tail off,” he said. “That’s what he has
done.”
Sabres coach Ted Nolan added: “Confidence is a big thing with any athlete. His work ethic when he got here was
outstanding. He paid attention to a few minor adjustments to his game.”
Lindback used his 24 days between starts – he finally debuted here March 3 – to keep “plugging away,” Irbe said.
He faced a barrage of shots from teammates every practice.

“I was asking him at times, ‘OK, if you are tired, let’s take some breaks,’” Irbe said. “He just takes a deep breath
and says, ‘No, no, I’m fine.’ I can tell he’s barely going, but he kept plugging away. That’s a tremendous quality
for anybody in sports. … That means you are able to push when there’s not much left in the tank. That means
you will be able to make those extra saves when you are peppered with 40, 50 shots a game, when you are
spending 15 minutes in your own zone in a period or you are killing penalties five-on-three.
“It’s such a strong attribute. His dedication and work ethic really carried through.”
Five weeks ago, Lindback insisted he had felt fine all season. The sporadic appearances hurt him, however. Dallas
coach Lindy Ruff lost trust in Lindback early.
“But I can’t blame him,” Lindback said. “I remember my second start. It was a really bad game, (six goals
allowed). Obviously, in this league, you can’t afford to lose and you can’t afford bad goaltending. It’s crucial,
especially when you know it’s going to get down to one or two points at the end to make the playoffs.”
Lindback couldn’t settle down when he finally played.
“It’s like you want it so much, it’s hard to stay composed and wait for it,” Lindback said.
These days, he has some calmness and rhythm in his game again.
“I’ve just kept working on small things, try to pay attention to details,” Lindback said. “But it’s hard to replicate a
game in practice. I learn so much by playing every game, too. You start to read the game in a different way than
when you play once in a while.”
Still, Lindback’s strong play hasn’t translated into wins, the only number he cares about. He has only three all
season.
“I only care about winning,” Lindback said. “That’s why you play hockey. You can have the worst save
percentage. If you’re winning, playing on a winning team, that’s all that matters, really.”

Sabres notes: Patrick Kaleta nearing return; Zach Bogosian out again against
Devils
By Bill Hoppe
Olean Times Herald
March 19, 2015
BUFFALO – If Patrick Kaleta keeps progressing, the Sabres winger will likely miss three more games and return
from his knee injury next Thursday against Arizona.
“It’s just how it reacts to battle drills and divots and all that sort of stuff,” Kaleta said Thursday after his first full
practice. “I have more mobility in my knee now, so it’s building up the strength and getting the movements
down. Once you start doing things that you’re not used to doing, it gets a little bit swollen and sore. So I just got
to keep an eye on that.”
Kaleta has missed 15 games. The Angola native had a bone chip removed last month.
Some other injury updates:
– Sabres coach Ted Nolan said defenseman Zach Bogosian (groin, three games) will miss tonight’s game against
the New Jersey Devils inside the First Niagara Center. Nolan, who said Bogosian was “two-days-to-two-days,”
could play Saturday in Nashville. Bogosian didn’t practice Thursday.
Defenseman Andrej Meszaros (hand, two games) practiced Thursday. Nolan said the Sabres could keep
defenseman Chad Ruhwedel up as a spare.
xxx
The Sabres, who are 1-5-2 in their last eight games, have been playing opponents tough despite a patchwork
lineup. Before Tuesday’s 2-1 shootout win in Boston, they lost a 4-3 shootout to Washington and dropped a tight
2-0 game to the New York Rangers.
Nolan expects more fire down the stretch.
“If you’re any kind of competitive soul or competitive spirit, if you don’t get up for any kind of competition, you’re
in the wrong line of business,” he said. “Do something else. This line of business you have to be competitive.
Sometimes when you don’t do it, that’s when your stomach turns at nighttime wondering why. I’m not surprised
with this group. We’re going to stay as competitive as long as we can.”
xxx
Sabres prospect Mark Pysyk, who was briefly hospitalized Feb. 28 after collapsing during a pickup basketball
game in Rochester, was scheduled to see a doctor Thursday afternoon in Buffalo, according to the Democrat and
Chronicle.
Pysyk had planned to play with the Americans this weekend, his first game action since the incident.
The 24-year-old hasn’t been feeling well following full practices this week, Amerks coach Chadd Cassidy told the
paper.
“We don’t know if he’s just sick or if it’s something else,” Cassidy said. “But in his situation, with the way things
happened, we want to be 100 percent sure that he’s OK.”
xxx

New Jersey plans to start backup goalie Keith Kinkaid tonight. Kinkaid has a 2.56 goals-against average and a
.915 save percentage in 14 outings this season.

Many of the Sabres like the proposed 3-on-3 OT
By Paul Hamilton
WGR 550
March 19, 2015
Buffalo, NY (WGR 550) -- It’s looking good that we’ll see three-on-three overtime in the NHL next season. There
are still some approvals that have to be made, but it should happen.
One of the players that will help his numbers is Tyler Ennis. Three-on-three is perfect for a fast, shifty player like
him. He of course is all for it, “I think it’s exciting, I think it would be it would be fun for the fans, it would be fun
for the players, anytime you can add a little more offense to the game I think it’s a good thing.”
Part of the problem with scoring in the NHL is a lot of ice has been taken away by bigger players and defensive
minded coaches. Ennis said, “I think the more ice, the more exciting. With what my skillset is, I think it would be
beneficial for me and at the same time it would be fun too, I’m excited for it.”
Personally I hate deciding games in a shootout which is a skills competition, but fans seem to get excited for
them. Ennis said, “I like shootouts for the excitement factor, I think it’s fun, I think it’s fun to watch, I think the
fans like it, but for playoffs, I would never want to see a shootout decide a playoff game.”
Traditionalists like me hate the shootout, but Ennis said what the fans like matters, “Absolutely, tradition’s
important, but I think change is important as well. The game always needs to grow, it needs to get better, you
look at the NFL, they make changes a lot, the NFL’s growing, it’s getting more and more popular and the NHL is
similar, we need to adapt to what the fans want to grow the game and I think what grows the game is talent and
offensive excitement, so the more offense, the more excitement, the better.” Captain Brian Gionta added, “Since
the previous lockout when it was instituted, fans have loved it which is good for the game, so you have to look at
it that way as well.”
Every time the Sabres lose a shootout, Ted Nolan talks about how he hates skills competition to win hockey
games. Nolan has an idea for three-on-three, “They want to see more winning besides shootouts, so three-onthree would be a great solution and I think it’ll add to the intrigue, it gives you a good right to pull the goaltender
if you have any (cahonies) instead of just settling for the one point, you go for the two. I’d love to pull the goalie,
I’ve wanted to during four-on-four, but everybody gets mad at you when you lose that one point.”
Phil Varone has been part of the three-on-three in the AHL. He said, “I loved it, I was a little skeptical at first
because I enjoy the shootout, but when we started doing it in the ‘A’ I really enjoyed it, it’s all puck possession, if
you want to get a line change you throw it back to your goalie and that’s pretty cool. Guys are going to get
chances and that’s pretty cool for the fans and it’s exciting for the guys.” Varone added, “I’ve seen 2-on-0, I’ve
seen breakaways, three-on-ones and then a three-on-one will transition into a 2-on-0 back the other way and if
the NHL’s approves it, I think the fans will love it.”
In Rochester, Chadd Cassidy goes with two forwards and a defenseman. Varone said, “It’s fun playing with guys
like Larry (Larsson), Grigorenko down there, Armia when he was with us, so it was fun, I enjoyed it.”
Highly skilled players will love the three-on-three, but what about defensemen? Andre Benoit says coverage is
pretty simple, “It would be fun, but I don’t think you can be really defensive in a three-on-three situation, you try
to keep your guy, but as soon as there’s an opportunity at one end, you can assume there’ll be a two-on-one
going the other way.” Benoit said it becomes one-on-one coverage, “Yes, you’d have to, you have to cover your
guy and then look to jump the other way as soon as you get the puck.”
After practice on Thursday, Nolan said Zach Bogosian could be available Saturday in Nashville. He said Pat Kaleta
will miss the next three games and then probably be back.

Lindback relishing opportunity to prove himself
By Chris Ryndak
Sabres.com
March 19, 2015
The Buffalo Sabres have earned points in three of their past four games and goaltending has been a big reason
why.
Anders Lindback has appeared in each of the past seven games, starting the last four in a row, and has played
more in this stretch than he has at any other point in the season. With the increased playing time, he’s improved
his numbers.
In those seven games, he has a .934 save percentage and a 2.41 goals-against average. He’s coming off a 2-1
shootout victory over the Boston Bruins on Tuesday in which he made 44 saves.
However, Lindback is only really focused on improving one statistic: his win total.
It’s one thing to play good for a little while and for me, I want to be good every night and I want to give the
team a chance to win every night. - Anders Lindback
“I only care about winning. That’s why you play hockey,” he said after practice Thursday at First Niagara Center.
“You can have the worst save percentage, [but] if you’re winning and you’re playing on a winning team, that’s all
that matters, really. Sometimes it’s just about making the right saves at key moments.
“That’s how funny this sport is, but obviously it’s always nice [to have] big numbers and this, but in the end,
what it comes down to is winning. If you’re a winning goalie, you’re going to be successful in this League.”
He wants to keep it up and prove he can sustain this level of play over a longer period of time.
“It’s one thing to play good for a little while and for me, I want to be good every night and I want to give the
team a chance to win every night,” he said. “I can’t say I’m still there. I’ve got to get better every day.”
With more playing time, Lindback has been able to get into a bit of a groove and he feels that has certainly
helped him develop some more consistency between the pipes.
“I’ve just been keeping on working on small things, try to pay attention to details,” he said. “But it’s hard to
replicate a game in practice. I learn so much by playing every game, too. You start to read the game a different
way than if you just play once in a while. It’s hard to get that feeling in.”
Goaltending coach Arturs Irbe has received a lot of credit for the work he’s done with Lindback over the course of
the past month. Lindback has been receptive to Irbe’s recommendations and that’s gone a long way in elevating
his play lately.
“Confidence is a big thing with any athlete. His work ethic when he got here was outstanding,” Nolan said. “He
paid attention to a few minor adjustments to his game. He adjusted and last game, if he didn’t have that one bad
break, it could’ve been a shutout for him. But he’s doing everything we ask.
Buffalo has three games in four nights coming up starting on Friday at home against New Jersey. The team then
embarks on a two-game road trip that sees them in Nashville on Saturday and in Dallas on Monday.
With 12 games remaining in the season, many players like Lindback are trying to take advantage of the
opportunity at hand.

“There are 720 some-odd jobs in this League to grab a hold of. If you’re lucky enough to be presented with one
of them in a situation like we’re in, you want to play your heart and soul out,” Nolan said. “You want to give
everything you have every game to prove that you can. Lindback has certainly taken to a level for sure.”

INJURY UPDATES
Zach Bogosian was absent from practice again on Thursday. He’s missed the past three games with a lower-body
injury. He will not play Friday night against New Jersey but Nolan is hopeful that Bogosian will be healthy enough
to make the road trip and play in Nashville on Saturday.
Chad Ruhwedel remains with the team due to the injuries and he may stick around as well depending on the
status of Andrej Meszaros, who has missed the past two games with a hand injury.

3-ON-3 COMING SOON?
General managers from around the League are meeting in Boca Raton, Fla. to discuss various changes that could
be made to improve the game for the 2015-16 season. One recommendation agreed to be presented to the NHL
Players’ Association involves 3-on-3 play in overtime in order to cut down on the number of games decided
in the shootout.
While 3-on-3 is a rare occurrence in games now, Sabres captain Brian Gionta is open to the possibility of seeing it
in overtime.
“We’ll see how it plays out. I’ve been part of, I think, one 3-on-3 in my career in the NHL,” he said. “They’re
pretty exciting. It’s a different dynamic for sure, but we’ll see how it goes.”

PROSPECTS HONORED
Three Sabres prospects were among the final leaders when the results of the 2014-15 Ontario Hockey League
Coaches Poll were announced on Wednesday.
Jean Dupuy of the Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds was named the Western Conference’s Best Penalty Killer with 22
votes, three ahead of Saginaw’s Dylan Sadowy. The 20-year-old Dupuy also finished second in voting for Best
Defensive Forward, two votes behind the 29 received by Jason Dickinson of Guelph. The Sabres signed Dupuy to
a three-year entry-level contract in November.
Erie Otters winger Nick Baptiste (2013, third round) was third in voting for the Best Shot in the Western
Conference. His 14 votes trailed only London’s Max Domi (20) and Nikita Korostelev (16) of Sarnia.
Sault Ste. Marie’s Justin Bailey (2013, second round) received 12 votes to finish third in the Western Conference
as Best Shootout Shooter, behind Domi (25) and Guelph’s Tyler Bertuzzi (15).
Each team submits one nominee per category, and coaches then vote for the top three players for each category
within their conference. Players receive five points for a first place vote, three points for a second place vote, and
one point for a third place vote. Clubs are not permitted to vote for players from their own team allowing for a
maximum of 45 possible points for each winner.

THURSDAY’S PRACTICE
26 Matt Moulson – 22 Johan Larsson – 63 Tyler Ennis

82 Marcus Foligno – 84 Philip Varone – 12 Brian Gionta
44 Nicolas Deslauriers – 59 Tim Schaller – 19 Cody Hodgson
49 Jerry D’Amigo – 37 Matt Ellis – 20 Zac Dalpe – 36 Patrick Kaleta
6 Mike Weber – 55 Rasmus Ristolainen
61 Andre Benoit – 24 Tyson Strachan
51 Nikita Zadorov – 5 Chad Ruhwedel
41 Andrej Meszaros
35 Anders Lindback
31 Matt Hackett

