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Sabres-Blue Jackets Preview
Associated Press 
January 24, 2014

The Columbus Blue Jackets are brimming with confidence, and a visit by the 
league's worst team may only add to that.

The Blue Jackets can stretch their team-record win streak to nine games Saturday 
night if they can hand the Buffalo Sabres a sixth straight defeat.

Columbus (26-20-4) won 5-2 over Philadelphia at home Thursday to continue its 
surge. Matt Calvert and Brandon Dubinsky each had a goal and an assist and 
Sergei Bobrovsky made 26 saves in his first start against his former team.

''There's a confidence in the room now,'' coach Todd Richards said. ''I think there 
is an understanding of how we need to play, what we need to do as a group to 
have success.''

One of the Blue Jackets' victories in this sizzling stretch was a 4-3 shootout win at 
Buffalo (13-29-7) last Saturday. Columbus won despite allowing a tying goal with 
35 seconds left in regulation, as Bobrovsky stopped all three shootout attempts.

That defeat is part of a 0-3-2 stretch for the Sabres, who also fell 4-1 at home to 
the Blue Jackets on Oct. 10. This is their first visit to Columbus, where they have 
one win, four losses and one tie.

The Blue Jackets can match the longest home win streak in club history, a six-
game run Dec. 26, 2007-Jan. 15, 2008. Their strong play at Nationwide Arena 
has created a buzz in town.

"This is something we've talked about as a group, playing better at home, playing 
better in front of our fans and really trying to create an identity for our team and I 
think we've done that," Richards said.

Columbus is 7 for 22 on the power play during its home win streak, with six 
different skaters scoring goals. The club is also 7 for 22 with the man advantage 
in its last five games overall, and its last longer stretch with at least one such tally 
was a six-game run Feb. 3-14, 2012.

The Sabres have scored three or more regulation goals in each of their last five 
games for their best streak since doing that in eight straight games from March 
19-April 3, 2012.

The problem is that they have conceded three or more in every game of this slide, 
falling 5-3 at home to Carolina on Thursday.



"We've got to talk a little more, play a little harder, sort it out a little better, box 
out a little better, let our goalie see the puck," center Tyler Ennis said.

Ennis enters with a career-high point streak of six games, including a two-assist 
performance last week against Columbus. Tyler Myers scored twice in that 
contest but has no points in two games since.

The Sabres have seen improvement on a power play ranked among the NHL's 
worst at 14.0 percent with four goals in their last 15 chances.

This is the fifth matchup between the Foligno brothers, and third since Nick 
Foligno joined Columbus in 2012-13. Nick Foligno has one goal and one assist in 
those games while Marcus Foligno has one goal for Buffalo.



Sabres’ Hodgson finds a hop in his step 
By Amy Moritz
Buffalo News
January 25, 2014

He spent the better part of the last few weeks skating and watching games on 
television.

It was a forced break from his team, but Cody Hodgson made the most of his time 
on injured reserve.

The forward has returned to the Buffalo Sabres with a new spark and offensive 
zest that has helped anchor an improved scoring attack for the club as it heads 
into tonight’s matchup against the Blue Jackets in Columbus. The Blue Jackets 
are on a franchise-best eight-game winning streak.

Hodgson has tallied points in five of the six games he’s played since returning to 
the lineup after a hand injury sidelined him for eight games. He has three goals 
and six assists in that span and has been generating numerous other 
opportunities.

Part of the freshness comes from the excitement of being back around his 
teammates. Part comes from the approach he took during his time on injured 
reserve, where he had an opportunity to work on both his physical conditioning 
and his mental approach.

Hodgson continued to work out both on his own and with Sabres power skating 
coach Dawn Braid. Coach Ted Nolan said the skating workouts seemed to help 
Hodgson. 

“He looks a little better,” Nolan said. “He looks a little crisper. He looks fresher 
and the result is he’s having better results.

“That’s the way you foresee Cody playing for us is that explosiveness. He’s a 
powerful skater. It’s just doing it in a longer duration and blowing by people.”

Having that strength and explosiveness off his skating stride helped Hodgson 
score the Sabres’ first goal Thursday in the Sabres’ 5-3 loss to Carolina. He took a 
puck that bounced over a defenseman’s stick, took a few strides, then blasted the 
puck into the net.

For Hodgson, the difference between scoring that goal now and missing the 
opportunity earlier in the season is a bit of relaxation and recognition. 

In his first 33 games he had eight goals and 11 assists. And the increased scoring 
production after the eight-day layoff was bolstered by hockey binge watching 
during his time away.



“It wasn’t just our own team,” he said. “Sitting at home when the team’s on the 
road you can watch two to three different games at night. … 

“Watching some of the other guys playing around the league to see what works 
kind of helped my game.”

One thing he learned was that he had more time with the puck than he was giving 
himself credit for. 

“I know it looks easy when you’re in the press box and watching it on TV,” 
Hodson said. “It looks like everything happens so slow but when you’re on the ice 
it kind of gets sped up in your mind. … You don’t have to shoot right away; you 
can walk in a little bit and take your time.”



Sabres notebook: Sabres scoring more, but losing leads 
By Mike Harrington
Buffalo News
January 24, 2014

The Buffalo Sabres had spent most of the season on a historic pace for goal-
scoring futility, getting shut out or tallying just once in 21 of their first 43 games. 
Now they have a new problem.

Things have gotten much better of late as the Sabres have put up five straight 
three-goal outputs. And they’ve had the lead 10 different times over that stretch. 
But they simply can’t stand prosperity when they get in front.

The Sabres are 0-3-2 in the five games, and Thursday’s 5-3 loss to Carolina was 
the latest washout effort. Buffalo had a trio of one-goal leads before caving in as 
the Hurricanes scored three times in the final 12½ minutes.

“That’s why they pay those guys in baseball such big money to come in for the 
bottom of the ninth and close the game,” Sabres center Zenon Konopka said 
Friday. “The best players in the world close games. It will take time with the 
young guys in here but we have to understand this isn’t good enough. We keep 
improving and that’s good but we can’t fool ourselves to think it’s good enough.”

“It’s just different plays happening at different times,” added defenseman 
Christian Ehrhoff. “A turnover here, a lost battle there, a tipped puck and it 
seems like it’s ending up in our net. We have to put our focus on cleaning up 
those areas. You have to learn to play with the lead.”

Among their many lowlight statistics this season is the fact the Sabres are just 3-
7-5 when scoring the first goal. They’ve done that in four of the five games in this 
stretch, including last Saturday’s shootout loss to Columbus – the team Buffalo 
meets tonight in Nationwide Arena.

Through Thursday’s games, NHL teams have won 68.2 percent of the time when 
they’ve scored first. The Sabres’ record, meanwhile, translates to success just 20 
percent of the time.

The New York Islanders (9-7-5, .429) and Edmonton (8-9-4, .381) are the only 
other teams not winning at least 50 percent of the time when scoring first. 

Columbus is 20-7-3 in those spots while the Pittsburgh Penguins, Monday’s 
opponent in Consol Energy Center, are winning at an NHL-best .897 clip with a 
record of 26-2-1.

The Sabres scored first just twice in 20 games under Ron Rolston, going 0-1-1. 
They’ve done it in 13 of the 29 games under Ted Nolan but are just 3-6-4.



“It’s a lot to do with paying attention to details,” Nolan said. “Sometimes we get 
the one goal and all of a sudden we’re feeling a little better about the offensive 
side of our game and we’re taking chances that we shouldn’t take. 

“You look at a bunch of tapes and guys are trying to go for the ‘stretch’ pass now. 
Before they weren’t. It’s a combination of getting here and all of a sudden we’ve 
got to pull them back here and find a balance in between.”

...

Everything is perfectly in balance for Columbus, which has bolted to a franchise-
record, eight-game winning streak and should have a roaring sellout crowd 
rooting on its behalf tonight. 

Previous Buffalo trips have resulted in many Sabres fans filling the building so 
the balance will be interesting to watch tonight.

“Those poor fans have been there for that team through thick and thin, a lot of 
misery, a lot of rebuilding,” said Konopka, who played for Columbus and its AHL 
affiliate in Syracuse from 2006-2008. “So I feel really good about them getting a 
winner there. The fans have paid their dues.

“They’re starving for a winner there. Just starving. The team works hard. They 
have an identity and they stick to it. That’s something we need to take a look at 
and understand that teams like that have to bring it every night and they do. 
That’s an area we have to get better at.”

“They are probably at an all-time high right now, feeling good and having a lot of 
confidence,” added Ehrhoff, a regular Jackets opponent when they were in the 
Western Conference and he was in San Jose and Vancouver. “They’re going to be 
coming hard at the start. We have to make sure we’re ready and outwork them.”

...

The Sabres have sent defenseman Mark Pysyk to Rochester so he can keep 
playing during the Olympic break. Under CBA rules in place for the Olympic year, 
the deadline to send Pysyk to the AHL for the break was 5 p.m. Friday. 

Pysyk, who did not practice again Friday because he’s nursing an undisclosed 
injury, has one goal and six points in 42 games for the Sabres this year. While the 
Sabres’ pre-Olympic schedule ends Feb. 6 in Ottawa and doesn’t resume until the 
Feb. 25 makeup game against Carolina, the Amerks have eight games in that 
stretch and there’s basically no travel involved.

Six of the games are in Blue Cross Arena, one is in Utica and there’s a Feb. 8 
game against defending Calder Cup champion Grand Rapids that’s in First 
Niagara Center.



The Sabres also announced they recalled defenseman Chad Ruhwedel. Ruhwedel 
leads all Amerks defensemen with four goals and 17 points. He did not play in any 
games with the Sabres when he was recalled by the club in December.

...

Center Tyler Ennis also did not practice Friday. Nolan said Ennis, on a career-
high six-game point streak, was simply taking a maintenance day and will play 
tonight. 



Blue Jackets welcome Sabres seeking 9th straight win
By John Kreiser
NHL.com
January 24, 2014

SABRES (13-29-7) at BLUE JACKETS (26-20-4)

TV: MSG-B; FS-O

Last 10: Buffalo 2-5-3; Columbus 9-1-0

Season series: The Buffalo Sabres are making their lone visit to Nationwide Arena 
in hopes of avoiding a series sweep by the Columbus Blue Jackets, who won two 
trips to Buffalo, including a 4-3 shootout victory a week ago.

Big story: The Blue Jackets and Sabres are streaking, but in opposite directions. 
Columbus comes to First Niagara Center hoping to extend its franchise-record 
eight-game winning streak. Buffalo, last in the overall standings, hasn't won in its 
past five games despite scoring three goals in each.

Team Scope:

Sabres: After losing three in a row at home, the Sabres are looking forward to a 
stretch when they play four of their next five games away from Buffalo.

"Sometimes, you go on the road and it's good for you when you're in a little bit of 
a funk," forward Matt Moulson told the team website after practice Friday at First 
Niagara Center. "You can play a lot simpler. There's no one to impress on the 
road and you can concentrate on just grinding out wins. We'll approach it like 
that, play a simple game and get wins."

The Sabres are aware they'll be trying to cool off the NHL's hottest team.

"They've been great of late," center Cody Hodgson said. "They've got a lot of 
firepower, and just the way they play the game is fast. We have to eliminate that."

Blue Jackets: Columbus is in a stretch when it will play nine of 12 games at 
Nationwide Arena before a three-game California trip wraps up the pre-Olympic 
portion of the schedule, and the Blue Jackets are taking full advantage. Five of 
the eight victories during the winning streak have come at home, including 5-2 
against the Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday.

"We're feeding off the crowd and the energy," coach Todd Richards told the team 
website. "That's probably been the biggest factor: our comfort level, our 
confidence level, and the energy of the crowd at Nationwide Arena."



One tactical advantage home teams enjoy is getting the last line change. Richards 
said he feels all of his forwards are playing so well he doesn't need to do a lot of 
matching.

"I'm not worrying as much about that because of how our lines are going," 
Richards said. "We're rolling four lines and giving guys ice time and are able to 
spread it around. We're getting all four lines going, all six defensemen going. We 
have that depth going, and that's big for us."

Who's hot: Sabres forward Tyler Ennis has a point in six straight games, 
including a goal Thursday in a 5-3 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes. … Blue Jackets 
center Brandon Dubinsky had a goal and an assist against the Flyers, giving him 
six points in his past four games. Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky is 6-0-0 and has 
allowed 11 goals since returning from a groin injury.

Injury report: Ennis skipped practice Friday because he was "a little banged up," 
according to coach Ted Nolan, but is expected to play. Forwards Matt D'Agostini 
(upper body) and Cody McCormick (upper body) are out. … Blue Jackets 
forwards Blake Comeau (knee), Marian Gaborik (collarbone) and Jared Boll 
(ankle) are out, though Comeau and Gaborik have started skating.



Sabres’ Cody Hodgson seeing results after using injury time to 
improve game
By Bill Hoppe
Olean Times Herald
January 25, 2014

  

BUFFALO – Instead of merely rehabbing, Sabres center Cody Hodgson used his 
recent hand injury as an opportunity to recharge and revamp his slumping game.

The 23-year-old worked with the team’s skating coach during his eight-game 
absence. He said he also watched NHL games on TV to study other players.

So far, Hodgson has seen results. In six games since returning, he has three goals 
and six points entering tonight’s tilt in Columbus against the Blue Jackets, who’ve 
won a franchise-best eight straight contests.

“This is what we foresee him doing down the road for us,” interim coach Ted 
Nolan, whose Sabres have lost five straight, said Friday inside the First Niagara 
Center.

Hodgson scored a nifty goal in Thursday’s 5-3 loss, stealing the puck from 
Carolina’s Jay Harrison just outside the blue line before zooming in and beating 
goalie Anton Khudobin from the right circle.

Nolan traces that goal to Hodgson’s time beside Dawn Braid, the team’s skating 
coach.

“That’s the way you perceive Cody playing for us, that explosiveness,” Nolan said. 
“He’s a powerful skater.”

Naturally, sitting 23 days after blocking a shot against Boston on Dec. 19 wasn’t 
easy. But “just the energy of being back around the guys” has helped, Hodgson 
said.

“When you’re injured, you kind of appreciate what you do for a living,” said 
Hodgson, who scored the shootout winner in his Jan. 12 return. “You’re just 
happy to be able to get back and play. Even if you’re a little hurt or tired or 
mentally or physically a little bit drained, I think just being able to be out here 
with the guys … picks you up.”

Hodgson, the No. 1 center most of the season, couldn’t pick up the Sabres’ 
wretched offense after signing a six-year, $25.5 million contract in September. He 
performed OK, leading the team in scoring much of the season.



But prior to the injury, he had started slumping, accumulating only six points in 
16 games.

Maturity and a strong desire to be a top center helped Hodgson earn his 
surprising extension. It’s not surprising he used his injury as an opportunity to 
improve.

Braid helped him adjust a couple things, Nolan said.

“It seemed to help,” Nolan said. “His skating looks a lot better. It looks a little 
crisper. He looks fresher.”

Watching games made Hodgson realize he had more time to make plays.

“I know it looks easy when you’re sitting in the press box, watching on TV 
because it looks like everything happens so slow,” Hodgson said. “But when 
you’re on the ice, it kind of gets sped up in your mind. So you kind of realize you 
do have a split-second more. You can take your time and make a play.”

Hodgson, who has 11 goals and 25 points in 39 games, used plays around the net 
as an example. Perhaps, not coincidentally, he scored from beside the net last 
week and in the slot after exercising some patience.

Sabres captain Steve Ott believes Hodgson’s becoming a “top-echelon” talent.

“You’ve seen … why he’s got that long-term contract at such a young age,” said 
Ott, who’s playing with Hodgson and Zemgus Girgensons.

Not surprisingly, the Sabres’ offense, on pace to be the worst in the modern era, 
has started scoring recently. They’ve scored three goals in each of the last five 
games. Of course, they’ve also allowed 19 scores in the span.

But what’s gotten the offense going?

“You bring back Cody Hodgson … he becomes an important player, makes 
another line stronger,” Ott said. “You bring Drew Stafford back, healthy Drew, 
you make that line even stronger. So just the depth throughout the lineup 
changes the perspective and gives the team confidence when you know you’ve 
missed those guys.”



Sabres trying to improve the little things
By PaulHamilton
WGR 550
January 24, 2014

Buffalo, NY (WGR 550)  -- The Sabres had another horrendous night of passing 
against Carolina so the first 20 minutes of practice on Friday was all about 
passing drills.

 Passing has been a problem for this team even when Lindy Ruff was around. 
Nolan said, “Even the game before, there was three or four passes that people 
were trying to corral and we had empty nets to shoot at and we couldn’t corral the 
puck.”

Nolan has always been concerned about the fundamentals of the game. Probably 
a lot more than the other coaches I’ve seen here. Nolan said, “If you look at 
golfers, they go to driving ranges, baseball players go to batting cages, basketball 
players go to free throw lines, we in hockey don’t do the most fundamental things 
that we should be able to do on natural instinct like being able to pass the puck, 
so every once in a while you’ve got to go back to school and just do the basic 
stuff.”

Part of the problem is finding time to practice it. Nolan said, “I think it’s one of 
those things that over time we neglected. We talk about our defensive zone 
coverage or lack of scoring or other parts of our game, but when you do that, you 
forget about the fundamentals.”

One thing that’s been happening lately that hadn’t been is forwards are cheating 
the zone. What I mean by that is they take off and give the defenseman no easy 
outlet to get out of the zone except a stretch pass that travels over two or three 
lines. Nolan said, “The key with defensemen is to come around the net and try to 
get that first pass, but if the winger’s out of the zone and too far away, that first 
pass is a long pass, so we just got to be more together in all three zones.”

Tyler Ennis missed practice, but should play Saturday. Nolan said, “Just more of 
a maintenance day, he got banged up a little bit, but nothing too serious so just 
give him a rest.”

Mary Pysyk didn’t practice and Nolan didn’t want to say too much. If he’s going 
to play in Rochester during the Olympic break, he must be sent down by today.

 Buffalo begins a long stretch now. They leave for Columbus Friday afternoon and 
play there Saturday. Then it’s on to Pittsburgh for a Monday Night game followed 
by the Caps at home Tuesday. The team then heads to Phoenix Wednesday 
morning for a game there Thursday and then a flight to Denver after that to 
tangle with the Avalanche on that Saturday.



SABRES SET OUT ON THE ROAD
By Chris Ryndak
Sabres.com
January 24, 2014

After a three-game homestand in which they went 0-2-1, the Buffalo Sabres are 
looking forward to going on the road. Four of their next five games are away from 
First Niagara Center.

“Sometimes, you go on the road and it’s good for you when you’re in a little bit of 
a funk,” forward Matt Moulson said after practice Friday at First Niagara Center. 
“You can play a lot simpler. There’s no one to impress on the road and you can 
concentrate on just grinding out wins. We’ll approach it like that, play a simple 
game and get wins.”

The first game of the road trip takes the Sabres to Columbus, where they’ll take 
on the red-hot Blue Jackets on Saturday at 7 p.m. at Nationwide Arena. The Blue 
Jackets are currently riding an eight-game winning streak.

“They’ve been great of late,” Sabres center Cody Hodgson said. “They’ve got a lot 
of firepower and just the way they play the game is fast. We have to eliminate 
that.”

The Sabres have scored three goals in each of the past five games, but are only 0-
3-2 in that span. While the offense has come around, there have been lapses in 
the defensive zone that have cost the team points. The players and coaching staff 
are working to find that proper balance of offense and defense.

“It just comes back to working as a five-man unit,” defenseman Jamie McBain 
said. “I think we’ve kind of gotten away from that a little bit, whether it’s our net-
front coverage or sorting things out -- the teams lately have had very active D – so 
trying to sort things out down low. But I think it just comes back to us working as 
a five-man unit and getting the puck up the ice together.”

After the game in Columbus, the Sabres travel to Pittsburgh for a Monday night 
meeting with the Penguins. They’re back at home against the Washington 
Capitals on Tuesday before heading out West for a pair of games against the 
Phoenix Coyotes and the Colorado Avalanche.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tyler Ennis and Mark Pysyk were absent from practice.

Sabres interim coach Ted Nolan said Ennis was a “little banged up” from the 
game Thursday night against the Carolina Hurricanes and was given Friday off as 
a maintenance day. He’s expected to play Saturday night in Columbus.



As for Pysyk, the team announced after practice that he had been assigned to the 
Rochester Americans of the American Hockey League. Nolan has said that they 
would like Pysyk to play in the AHL during the Olympic break.

 Defenseman Chad Ruhwedel has been called up from the Amerks.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Sabres spent the first half of practice focusing on their passing. The coaching 
staff put an emphasis on crisp outlets in the early drills.

Since the schedule allowed for the team to put in a full practice, Nolan wanted to 
take that time to get back to basics.

“If you look at golfers, they go to driving ranges; baseball players go to batting 
cages; basketball players go to free throw lines; in hockey, we don’t do the most 
fundamental thing that we should be able to do on a natural instant, which is pass 
the puck,” he said. “Every once in a while, you have to go back to school and just 
do the basic stuff. Today was one of those days.”

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

26 Matt Moulson – 17 Linus Omark – 21 Drew Stafford 
 9 Steve Ott – 19 Cody Hodgson – 28 Zemgus Girgensons 
 82 Marcus Foligno – 84 Philip Varone – 65 Brian Flynn 
 32 John Scott – 24 Zenon Konopka – 37 Matt Ellis – 23 Ville Leino 
 Red Non-Contact: 8 Cody McCormick

10 Christian Ehrhoff – 52 Alexander Sulzer 
 20 Henrik Tallinder – 57 Tyler Myers 
 6 Mike Weber – 4 Jamie McBain

30 Ryan Miller 
 1 Jhonas Enroth



Game Day Central: Blue Jackets vs. Sabres
BlueJackets.com
January 24, 2014

MORNING SKATE: The Blue Jackets play their third home game of the week 
tonight, a Saturday night contest against the Buffalo Sabres at Nationwide Arena. 
The Jackets are slated for a 10 a.m. morning skate at Nationwide Arena, and we'll 
have game day coverage for you right here at Game Day Central. Also, look for 
lineup changes, thoughts on the match-up against the Sabres, storylines from the 
other side and an interview with coach Todd Richards. Stay tuned to this page for 
the latest! 

ROSTER REPORT

The Blue Jackets expect status quo on their lineup for tonight's game against the 
Buffalo Sabres. Blake Comeau is inching toward a return but it's not considered 
imminent, and Richards said after Friday's optional practice that he doesn't 
foresee any changes from Thursday's lineup.

 That means the same forward lines, same defense pairs and Sergei Bobrovsky 
between the pipes for Columbus.

GAME PREVIEW

 For the second time in as many Saturday nights, the Blue Jackets and Sabres do 
battle - and this time, it's Columbus doing the honors of hosting the party. 

 It's been a few years since the Sabres visited Nationwide Arena for a regular-
season game, way back in 2011-12 as a matter of fact. While that seems like a 
decade ago, the Blue Jackets actually hosted Buffalo for a preseason game 
(remember the preseason?) back in September. The Sabres always bring a 
healthy contingent of fans with them from western New York and it creates a 
pretty neat atmosphere in the rink, and it should be no different when these two 
Eastern Conference clubs meet up for the third time this season.

 The last meeting - a week ago tonight - was a back-and-forth game of mistakes 
that didn't make Richards a happy coach. The Blue Jackets picked up two points 
and continued their winning streak with a shootout victory, but they did not play 
a responsible game and gifted the Sabres two first-period goals.

 Fortunately for Columbus, their offense was able to come up with a couple of 
responses in the first period and tallied a big power play goal in the second period 
to carry a 3-2 lead into the third. Tyler Myers' second goal of the game tied it up 
3-3 with 24.9 seconds left and forced overtime, but all the Jackets needed was yet 
another nifty goal from Ryan Johansen to give them a shootout win.



 Buffalo has been playing much better of late and their last outing was a hard-
fought 5-3 loss to Carolina at First Niagara Center on Thursday. The Sabres are 
finding some consistency up front and are getting solid goaltending, and not 
surprisingly, are finding themselves in the middle of some competitive hockey 
games.

UP NEXT:

AT CAROLINA HURRICANES
 MONDAY, 7 P.M.
 PNC ARENA



Biron added to HarborCenter hockey roster 
By James Fink
Business First 
January 23, 2014

Marty Biron began this season as the New York Rangers back-up goalie but, after 
retiring earlier this National Hockey League season, he has a new job.

The East Aurora resident and former Buffalo Sabre has been added to the 
HarborCenter’s “Academy of Hockey” coaching staff, taking the post as its 
director of goaltending.

“Marty has had success at every level of hockey,” said Kevyn Adams, Academy of 
Hockey director and HarborCenter vice president.

Biron played 300 games for the Buffalo Sabres and also played for the 
Philadelphia Flyers, New York Islanders as well as the Rangers. In all, he played 
in 508 NHL games, compiling a 230-191-80 record.

Biron said he is excited about his new role and the chance to rejoin the Sabres’ 
organization.

“As a father of four, I am very passionate about youth hockey development and 
am excited to work with young players,” he said. “I’m equally eager to help 
goaltenders at the junior and professional levels to advance their game to an elite 
level.”

As the Academy of Hockey’s goaltending director, Biron will work to create an 
innovative approach to coaching that position. He will help shape and implement 
all goaltending aspects of the Academy of Hockey. Biron will work to form 
programs, create specialized instruction plans and drills, and aid in The 
Academy’s advanced use of video.


