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Sabres-Flyers Preview
Asssociated Press
March 10, 2013
The Philadelphia Flyers and Buffalo Sabres are both in last place in their respective
divisions and on three-game losing streaks.
One of these teams will end its slide Sunday night when they meet in Philadelphia.
Philadelphia (11-14-1) never recovered from a bad start in Saturday's 3-0 loss at Boston.
The game was scoreless midway through the first period before the Flyers yielded all
three goals in a span of 2 minutes, 18 seconds.
"You look down the bench and everyone's heads were down and it just seemed like we
were real deflated right from that bad, and that's not what good teams do," winger Scott
Hartnell said. "It's on us to pick each other up and to support each other and just be
positive and it just seemed like it was down 1-0 and it seemed like we just packed it in."
Philadelphia held a team meeting after the loss as it tries to avoid its first four-game
slide in two seasons.
"It's always good when you have a meeting," captain Claude Giroux told the league's
official website. "You want to make sure everybody's on the same page, and that's what
we did."
While the Flyers' defeats in their streak have all come in regulation, Buffalo (9-13-3) is
0-1-2 in its last three. The Sabres have played six straight one-goal contests, and are 3-32 under interim coach Ron Rolston.
"You throw the first two games out, Toronto and the Islanders, in the last six, we've
gotten eight points," Rolston said. "And when you look at those games, potentially we
should have had 10 points of 12."
One area that remains a concern for Buffalo is a power play converting a league-worst
12.2 percent of its chances, and an Eastern Conference-low 8.7 percent on the road. That
unit has scored in consecutive games for the first time under Rolston, whose team has
not played since Thursday's 3-2 shootout loss at New Jersey.
"Certainly we're seeing some better things there, better puck movement, more options
for the power play now and I think that's going to continue to grow," Rolston said.
Buffalo's best effort with the man advantage came in its season opener, a 5-2 victory
over Philadelphia on Jan. 20. The Sabres went 3 for 6 in that game, and Tyler Myers'
power-play goal broke a tie with 5:03 left.
Thomas Vanek set a career high with five points in that contest as Buffalo snapped a
four-game losing streak to Philadelphia. Vanek, who has 13 points in his last seven

games against the Flyers, ended a season-worst six-game drought without a goal
Thursday.
Philadelphia's Jakub Voracek was held without a point Saturday for just the second time
in his last 11 games. He has 19 points in that span.
Flyers coach Peter Laviolette was critical of his club's effort after it was shut out for the
second time this season. Philadelphia has allowed seven straight goals since leading
Pittsburgh 4-1 after one period Thursday.
"We were looking for a response from last game and that was not the response we were
looking for," Laviolette said.
Andrej Sekera and former Flyers forward Ville Leino remain out for Buffalo while
defenseman Jordan Leopold is close to returning after missing nine games with an
upper-body injury.

Sabres LW Leino close to returning from hip injury
By John Wawrow
Associated Press
March 8, 2013
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) -- Buffalo Sabres forward Ville Leino could be ready to make his
season debut as early as next week after missing the first 25 games with an injury to his
right hip.
In ruling out Leino from playing at Philadelphia on Sunday, interim coach Ron Rolston
called it a ''strong possibility'' he could play Tuesday, when Buffalo hosts the New York
Rangers.
Leino practiced for a fourth straight day Friday. That's a turnaround from last month,
when there were concerns he was going to require surgery.
Rolston ruled out Andrej Sekera from playing Sunday, after the defenseman was hurt in
the third period of a 3-2 shootout loss at New Jersey on Thursday. Defenseman Jordan
Leopold is close to returning after missing eight games with an upper body injury.

Sabres third line providing pressure
Flynn, Porter, Foligno providing zone time
By Mike Harrington
Buffalo News
March 10, 2013
PHILADELPHIA — The Buffalo Sabres are 14th in the Eastern Conference and 29th overall in
the 30-team NHL, so they have nothing to lose by trying new things. For starters, they have an
interim head coach in Ron Rolston and he has shown no qualms about changing his personnel.
In particular, Rolston will likely scratch veteran Jochen Hecht for the second straight game
tonight when the Sabres meet the Flyers in Wells Fargo Center. Then he hopes to see his newest
forward line continue to control play when it’s in the offensive zone.
Rolston has paired two recent Rochester call-ups, center Kevin Porter and winger Brian Flynn,
with pre-lockout Amerk Marcus Foligno and the trio has given the Sabres plenty of time with the
puck in scoring range.
Foligno spent time in Rochester playing with Flynn and Cody Hodgson. Porter played mostly
with Mark Mancari. The three never played together in the AHL but Rolston liked their
dynamics when he started tinkering with combinations here.
“They’ve been one of our better lines,” Rolston said Saturday after the Sabres’ practice in
Riverside Rink. “They’ve got a good combination of speed and Marcus plays big, so we have
some size. Hopefully that will continue.”
“We’re creating some energy, getting into the offensive zone and getting a good forecheck,”
Porter said. “That’s what our line needs to do. Keep it simple, not make any mistakes. We’re all
pretty good skaters who can handle pucks.”
Flynn had several good scoring chances Tuesday in Carolina and had even more Thursday in
New Jersey. He finally broke through for his first NHL goal to give the Sabres their short-lived
2-0 lead in the third period of their 3-2 shootout loss to the Devils.
“I was getting a lot of shots on goal,” Flynn said. “I thought our line was generating some pretty
good chances. It definitely felt good to get the first one out of the way there.”
“I thought someone on our line was going to get one,” Porter said. “I knew it was coming sooner
rather than later. It was great to see him get his first goal. That’s always pretty exciting.”
Flynn was pumped to give the Sabres a two-goal lead on the road but he said the luster of his
first goal definitely dropped with the way the team collapsed. Still, he’s happy his comfort level
is increasing during his first trip to the NHL.
“The game is starting to slow down a little bit,” said Flynn, a free-agent signee last year out of
the University of Maine. “The first two games things were happening obviously faster than I was
used to. I wasn’t making the pretty plays I think I’m capable of but hopefully now I can make
more.”
“When you step into a new team, it’s always going to take a little bit,” Foligno said. “Now he’s
making plays, hanging on to the puck more and that’s when he’s most dangerous.”

Porter has no points in his eight games but has averaged 15 minutes, 22 seconds of ice time and
given the Sabres a two-way presence at center. Flynn is averaging 12:33 in his four games and
the goal is his lone point.
Foligno is still trying to make his mark in the stats, as he has just one goal and a minus-7 rating
in 24 games in Buffalo. But the numbers are bound to increase if the line plays as it has the last
two games.
“This line has been good for me,” Foligno said. “They’re both fast players and smart, heads-up
guys. It’s been easy for me.
“We’re not gonna make the prettiest plays but we’ll get the puck deep,” Porter said. “Marcus is
good in the corners and Flynn and I are skating pretty well. We’re beating their ‘D’ to pucks,
cycling really well. We have some chemistry going.”
...
There’s a chance defenseman Andrej Sekera, injured late in the third period Thursday night and
ruled out by Rolston after practice Friday, could be ready to play tonight. Sekera started practice
Saturday on a regular pair with Robyn Regehr and then was sent off the ice when the team
started one-on-one battle drills.
That likely means he won’t play until Tuesday’s visit from the New York Rangers, although
Rolston said he’s encouraged by Sekera’s progress and wouldn’t totally rule him out for tonight.
“We’ll see how he’s feeling,” Rolston said. “I like the way he’s moving. We just wanted to keep
him out of battle stuff.”
Adam Pardy, a scratch the last two games, was on a pairing with Mike Weber on Saturday. He
could return in place of T.J. Brennan.
...
The Sabres probably can’t get the new HarborCenter project up and running fast enough after
struggling to find ice in town the last two days. They were at Cazenovia Rink on Friday and
followed that with the trip to Riverside — two places in which they have not practiced in years.
First Niagara Center has been unavailable due to a Rihanna concert and a Bandits game, and a
youth tournament has made the Northtown Center at Amherst, their normal alternate site, also
a no-go. The Buffalo State Ice Arena, another previous option, was occupied by the Canisius

College-Bentley playoff series.

Another backup looming? Struggling Flyers recall Leighton
By Mike Harrington
Buffalo News
March 10, 2013
PHILADELPHIA -- The Flyers had a closed-door meeting after Saturday's dreary 3-0
loss in Boston and already made one move in preparation for tonight's game against the
Sabres when they recalled goaltender Michael Leighton from Glens Falls Saturday night
and shipped backup Brian Boucher back to the AHL.
Speculation is widespread in the Philly media, including this CSNPhilly.com article, that
Leighton is going to start against the Sabres. Leighton, you'll recall, got the Flyers to
within two wins of the Stanley Cup in 2010 before getting beaten by Patrick Kane's
overtime goal in Game Six of the final. He had a much rougher time in 2011 and his
career as a Flyer looked over when he was torched for three first-period goals in Game
Six of the first round against the Sabres and was pulled.
(The Flyers, of course, came back to win that game on Ville Leino's overtime goal and
took the series in Game Seven to become the first team since 1964 to win a playoff series
using three goalies. Not one of the Sabres' finer postseason moments).
The Flyers had a 20-minute postgame meeting Saturday. They'll have a backup
goaltender in the net most likely. They'll be home thinking they can get a turnaround
started against the struggling Sabres. Not a good scenario for Buffalo.

Even keel helps Rolston keep Sabres on course
By John Vogl
Buffalo News
March 9, 2013
Ron Rolston’s first 16 days in the NHL were a blur. He coached eight games for the
Buffalo Sabres and traveled from Toronto to Florida and various spots in between.
During the whirlwind, he maintained his reputation of being a calm, even-keeled
teacher with knowledge of the game.
“I think Ron is Cool Hand Luke when it comes to a lot of this stuff,” Sabres President
Ted Black said Friday. “He doesn’t get rattled. He pays attention to detail. He’s certainly
not looking up at the ceiling the first time he’s in a building like your first time in New
York City as a country bumpkin.
“I really like what I’m hearing from the players. They’re playing a little bit better right
now.”
The Sabres have gotten points in five of Rolston’s games, going 3-3-2 since he stepped
behind the bench Feb. 21. They lost the opening two games while dealing with the
departure of longtime coach Lindy Ruff, meaning they’ll head to Philadelphia on Sunday
with a 3-1-2 mark in their last six.
While they still make mistakes that befit their 27th-place standing in the 30-team NHL,
it’s a step up.
“I just enjoy right now the challenge of things,” Rolston said. “I enjoy coming to the rink
and just trying to get better on a daily basis, knowing that there’s going to be speed
bumps.
“It’s not always a steady climb. There’s usually a plateau or a little dip, and then you
build back up again. It’s part of any learning curve. We’ll get better. As guys get healed
up here and we get more of the concepts we want to use and the guys understand them
more and get more comfortable in them, we’re going to get better.”
Rolston’s biggest coaching obstacle so far has been the Sabres’ schedule. While he’d like
to hold long practices filled with drills and system work, he needs to keep sessions short
so guys can be ready for the inevitable game the next day.
“The biggest differences you see just talking to people about the lockout here is just the
practice time and what you can get done without beating the guys up completely and
keeping their energy for the next game but also trying to get things done in practice,”
said Rolston, who has relied heavily on video to complement on-ice work. “Because of
the limited practice time, we have to do video and do as much teaching as we can there.
We’re just trying to go with as many themes as we can get in.”

Rolston has been teaching in steps. One day there will be video centering on defensive
responsibilities. The next he’ll show how to work better in the neutral zone. That might
be followed by the importance of keeping sticks in a certain position.
“He’s an extremely structured guy,” defenseman Mike Weber said. “The message is
almost to be machine-like in a way with systems, the attention to detail, stick
positioning and all the little things in and around the game that make it easier as a team
to play.”
“He keeps them pretty short, which is good,” Weber said of the daily videos. “You get a
video session over 10 minutes, guys are starting to stare at the ceiling. He’s kept them
short, kept them interesting. He gets all the assistants involved, too, doing different
things. You’re hearing from everyone.”
The players admit it’s different not hearing from Ruff.
“It’s more of a learning environment,” right wing Drew Stafford said. “You can’t really
compare him to Lindy in that aspect. Lindy, obviously, taught as well, but I think he’d
been around so long and it’s kind of the same guys, we all kind of knew what was going
on. It was more he’d just give us a kick in the butt when he needed to change something.
“I think so far that’s probably the biggest thing I’ve noticed.”
Defenseman Jordan Leopold, who is hopeful of returning to the lineup Sunday after
sitting out since Feb. 19, has noticed a matter-of-fact approach in terms of Rolston’s
message to the players.
“He says this is how we’re going to play, and this is how we have to play together in
order to win,” Leopold said. “That’s the message we need. We’ve got a lot of young guys
in the locker room, and to be able to teach the game is one thing and for guys to be able
to listen and go out and execute in a game is another.
“We’re simplifying things. Watching upstairs, we’re a lot better positionally. We were
running around a little bit and couldn’t really keep our composure. Not to say things are
perfect, but we’re making progress in that aspect of the game. We’ve been able to get
points.”
The Sabres, who will be without injured Ville Leino and Andrej Sekera when they meet
the Flyers, are in the midst of a rare two-day break. It should allow Rolston to get at
least a little settled after a crazy couple of weeks.
“It’s been kind of a blur early on,” he said. “You’re coming over. You’re living in a hotel,
and then you’re right on the road. You’re basically playing every other night, practice
time is limited.

“More than anything, what’s happening is I’m feeling more comfortable as we go on
because we’re starting to have some repeat games. So now I know a little bit more about
New Jersey as we move forward in the schedule. That part of things is getting better, but
any job you take there’s challenges.
“There’s always things that you walk into that you have to make adjustments to. I’m
going through that right now, and every day I’m learning and I’ll probably still be
learning as we move forward at the end of the season.”

Sabres could turn to backup goalie Enroth again soon following strong effort

By Bill Hoppe
Olean Times Herald
March 10, 2013

BUFFALO – Tonight in Philadelphia, Jhonas Enroth will take a backseat to goalie Ryan
Miller again, a place the backup is well accustomed to.
With Miller entrenched as the franchise netminder and Enroth struggling, the 24-year-old
has only played sporadically this lockout-shortened season.
The original plan called for Enroth to spell Miller regularly, start about 10 or 12 of the 48
games. So far, 25 tilts into the season, the Swede has only earned three nods.
But fresh off a strong 27-save performance in Thursday’s 3-2 shootout loss in New Jersey,
Enroth could start receiving a little more action.
In his first start since Feb. 5, Enroth made several huge stops, dazzling before cramps forced
him out after the tying goal with 1:06 left in regulation.
Enroth said Saturday he was joking following the game when he said coffee possibly caused
the cramps.
Thursday might’ve been the biggest night of Enroth’s career. He acknowledged his effort
generated some much-needed confidence. It also convinced the Sabres they can turn to him
again.
“It’s both confidence that he builds and we build as a staff,” interim Sabres coach Ron
Rolston said Friday. “This is a game of results at the end of the day – for goalies, for
coaches, for players, for teams. It’s about results. I think what happened (Thursday) was a
case of he was really able to put some confidence in the bank for the next time.”
Another bad game – Enroth was sporting a ghastly 4.73 goals-against average and an .847
save percentage– and the Sabres might’ve started looking for a veteran backup.
Incredibly, Enroth hasn’t won since Nov. 26, 2011, a 16-game stretch.
When will Enroth, who tries to treat each practice like a game, play again? Every point is
precious for the 14th-place Sabres.
“We’ll look at our schedule, obviously, but also look at how we’re playing,” Rolston said.
“We’re in a situation (where) it’s results-driven now. (We need to) get Millsie back in again
and see if we can go on a run here, and we’ll go from there. So you still have to make those
decisions on how you’re team’s going, too.
“But we’d like to … give him a start sooner than his last two starts. I think that’ll help him
carry over from that last game.”

Part of Enroth’s success can be traced to the team’s improved defense. Under Rolston, the
Sabres have been running around their own zone much less.
“Our team continues to get better in front of our goalies, which has helped them more, I
think,” Rolston said. “That’s our game plan. We want to make their game easy, easier than
it’s probably been. I think we’re getting better at that.”
Still, Rolston called it “a work in progress.”
“Especially getting out of our zone,” he said Saturday after the Sabres practiced inside
Riverside Ice Rink. “That’s a key component with spending time in your zone. We got to be
able to make those first passes.”
The Sabres could change their blue line up against the Flyers.
Adam Pardy, a healthy scratch the past two contests, practiced on a regular pairing
Saturday. So did Andrej Sekera, at least briefly.
Sekera, who left Thursday’s game late and didn’t practice Friday, skated beside Robyn
Regehr, his regular partner, until the Sabres began battle drills.
The Slovak will make the trip to Philadelphia, although a return Tuesday at home against
the New York Rangers appears more likely.
“He actually went pretty well today,” Rolston said. “But we took him out about halfway
through because we were getting into more battle situations. So we wanted to kind of take it
slow today.”
Rolston said Sekera could potentially play tonight if he feels better.
If Pardy returns, rookie T.J. Brennan would likely sit.
Meanwhile, Rolston has noticed some improvement in Tyler Myers’ game recently.
These days, Myers’ progress is measured differently. Instead of comparing the 23-year-old
to the NHL’s best defensemen, many simply wonder if he’s among the Sabres’ top six.
Myers has struggled much of this season, committing gaffes while generating little offense.
He even sat twice as a healthy scratch.
However, Myers seems to have settled down a bit in the past week or so. He skated a seasonhigh 23:40 on Thursday.
“I’ve seen some improvements, for sure,” Rolston said. “I think his game’s getting better,
more consistent. There’s still a couple times in a game we got to clean up some situations.
For the most part, he’s getting more efficient with his game.
“When he’s struggling, you see him forcing everything. I think that’s really been minimized.

You’ll see it a couple times a game now, but we’re in a situation where we like where he’s
going.”
xxx
Rolston on the Chicago Blackhawks’ NHL-record, season-opening 24-game point streak,
which ended with a 6-2 loss Friday in Colorado: “It’s an incredible streak, incredible streak.
But sooner or later it was going to happen. So they’ll be back on another one.”

Hecht’s benching related to Sabres’ personnel, not play
By Bill Hoppe
Olean Times Herald
March 9, 2013
BUFFALO – Hours before scratching Jochen Hecht on Thursday, Ron Rolston praised
the veteran’s play. Following practice a day later, the Sabres’ interim coach
complimented the 35-year-old forward again.
So why did Rolston make Hecht, the Sabres’ longest-tenured player, a healthy scratch
for the first time in his 10 seasons here?
“We had a lot of scenarios going on with players,” Rolston explained Friday after the
Sabres practiced inside Cazenovia Ice Rink. “We have a lot of good players. We wanted
to get (tough guy) John (Scott) back in there in that environment with the last time we
played (the Devils), it was a little testy. So we wanted to make sure we had some
coverage, especially now that Patrick Kaleta was out. …
“Other than that, Jochen’s been playing real good hockey. So it’s more or less personnel
and making sure we have the right pieces in there.”
Clearly, the benching has left Hecht fuming. He wouldn’t talk to reporters prior to the
Sabres’ 3-2 shootout loss in New Jersey or again Friday.
Rolston likes that anger.
“You want guys like that, no question,” he said. “You want to be disappointed about not
being in the lineup. Again, he’s playing good hockey. It’s just a matter of having the right
roster out there.”
Where Hecht fits on a team with a changing roster and a new coach is unclear.
Will he return Sunday in Philadelphia? Would the Sabres waive him with the lineup
getting crowded? Does he have any trade value?
Rookie Brian Flynn, who played most of the season under Rolston in Rochester, stayed
in the lineup Thursday, scoring his first NHL goal. Winger Ville Leino should also make
his season debut next week.
Hecht, brought back on one-year deal in January after battling concussions last season,
had been manning the left wing beside rookie Mikhail Grigorenko and Drew Stafford
recently, a spot he appeared comfortable in during limited action.
Former coach Lindy Ruff, who was fired last month, respected the German greatly,
sometimes to the chagrin of fans.

When Ruff kept playing Hecht big minutes earlier this season – he skated 21:08 on Feb.
3, more than superstar Thomas Vanek – they went irate.
Vanek was arguably the NHL’s most dynamic presence for three or four weeks. Hecht
has six points and scored his first goal last Saturday in his 22nd appearance.
Hecht’s ice time dropped to 8:01 in Rolston’s first game Feb. 21, almost a seven-minute
dip from the previous contest. Rolston has skated Hecht more than 10 minutes only two
times in seven games.
Obviously, Rolston doesn’t quite share Ruff’s opinion of Hecht.
Without Hecht on Thursday, the Sabres lost their third straight (0-1-2), blowing a thirdperiod lead for the second time in five days.
But unlike Sunday’s see-saw 3-2 shootout loss in New York against the Rangers, the
Sabres simply imploded, allowing two scores in the final 6:30, including the tying goal
with 1:04 left.
“It’s tough, and we’ve had that a couple times now,” Rolston said. “We just talked about
that on the ice. It’s part of our growth right now. You look at it, you throw the first two
games out, Toronto and the Islanders, and the last six we’ve gotten eight points. And
when you look at those games, potentially we should’ve had 10 points out of 12.
“So there’s certainly things that we want to have back like (Thursday’s game). But
there’s also a lot of things that are going positive right now. I think we’re building some
good roots in the ground right now for our team to grow, and we just have to stay with it.
That’s the most important thing right now is guys have the right attitude, stay positive.”
Backup goalie Jhonas Enroth, who was injured on Patrick Elias’ tying goal and had to be
helped off the ice, practiced Friday.
Enroth said Thursday he cramped up because he drank too much coffee prior to his first
start since Feb. 5.
Shouldn’t an NHL player know he should stay away from coffee?
“If that was the case, I’d be a mess,” Rolston joked. “It’s part of his growth. I don’t know
what the final outcome was on it. It’s about his growth as an athlete to make sure he’s
taking care of himself in that way, and I know our staff has gone over it. It’s just
something he’s got to take care of himself in the future.”
xxx
Rolston on Flynn, whose first NHL goal put the Sabres up 2-0: “He could’ve had at least
one, maybe two in Carolina (on Tuesday). He’s a player that I think’s going to get better
and better. He needs some time to get acclimated. He’s pretty quiet.”

Rolston upped the winger’s ice time to 15:15 on Thursday.
xxx
The Sabres’ power play was three of 59 before getting a goal in each of the last two
games.
“We’re seeing some better things there,” Rolston said. “Better puck movement. More
options on the power play for us right now, and I think that’s going to continue to grow.”

Sabres Flynn got here the hard way
By Paul Hamilton
WGR 550
March 10, 2013
Buffalo, NY (WGR 550) -- Brian Flynn gives the Sabres another small body for their
lineup to go with Nathan Gerbe, Tyler Ennis, Jason Pominville, Andrej Sekera and
Kevin Porter.
Watch Flynn work his way through to the NHL has been an eye opener. He’s done things
the hard way, never being drafted as a captain out of Maine. Flynn wasn’t angry, “You
get that two year draft period there when you’re younger and I had no business being
drafted. I wasn’t very good, I was undersized, but I think that helped me a lot. Ever since
then I’ve gotten better every year and I use that as a chip on the shoulder I guess.”
He showed up in Rochester and couldn’t even get in the lineup, but when he did, Ron
Rolston saw a smart player that never gives up. He led the Amerks with 16 goals and got
to fulfill his dream up playing in the NHL being called up.
He didn’t look all that great in his first few games, but that didn’t worry him. Flynn went
to play wing with Porter and Marcus Foligno and for the games they’ve been together,
Rolston has seen one of the hardest working lines that has been here in years.
Flynn was probably knocked down three times before finally getting into position to
score his first NHL goal in New Jersey.
Flynn has not been all wide eyed with this opportunity. He has a very calm demeanor
and said, “I’m just happy to have this opportunity, I want to have fun with it, play well
and keep making the most of it.”
When training camp opened Flynn came up with five other Amerks to play in a
scrimmage. He scored the blue teams only goal and he said that experience has helped
him now, “I think so, all the guys have treated me extremely well since I’ve got here. I
think playing in that scrimmage definitely helped out a lot so, so far it’s been great.”
We’ve seen a hard worker, but it’s interesting to hear a player scout himself, “I’d like to
think that I’m a responsible two way guy. I think some of my strengths are, I think I’m
pretty quick, I can use my speed and hopefully maybe I’ll be able to chip in a little with
secondary scoring.”
Being an undrafted player, Flynn had nothing made in Rochester. He said, “Coming into
the Rochester camp, I knew there were a lot of good players, a lot of veteran guys that
are proven in the league so it was a little difficult to start, but things happen and injuries
happen and I was given an opportunity pretty early in the year and you just have to take
advantage of it.”

One thing that has helped players like Flynn, Porter, Foligno, Cody Hodgson and Adam
Pardy is they all played for Rolston in Rochester. Flynn said that has made being called
up easier, “I think it helps out a lot. I’ve had him for most of the year been developing
pretty well under him. He’s helped me a lot and the systems and things like that are
familiar here as what he implemented in Rochester.”
When it comes to playing hockey or life in general the rookie has a simple philosophy,
“Everyone is blessed with some talent and a certain skill level. It’s up to you to make the
most of it and just to get better. It’s on you to do that depending on how hard you want
to work for it.”
With the Sabres playing in Philadelphia, my guess would be Jochen Hecht would sit his
second straight game in favor of John Scott. As the game was going on in New Jersey, I
was thinking Scott was getting way too much playing time, but honestly I didn’t mind
his game. He almost scored on a feed from Drew Stafford and he was able to get in on
the defense to start a forecheck too. Hecht no longer has the protection of a coach that in
my mind vastly over rated his play and his abilities as a leader. I think Rolston has it
right.
Andrei Sekera will likely not play on Sunday nor will Ville Leino.
T.J. Brennan did score a power play goal two games ago on a 5-on-3, but he was caught
standing around and didn’t take the man or the puck on the Devils late tying goal. I
think he may take a seat again vs the Flyers. Adam Pardy’s size would be better suited
against a guy like Scott Hartnell.
The Sabres top two practice facilities have been busy so on Friday the team practiced at
Cazenovia and on Saturday it was Riverside.

Sabres' Leino, Sekera doubtful for Sunday
By Joe Buscaglia
WGR 550
March 8, 2013
Buffalo, NY (WGR 550) -- When the Buffalo Sabres take on the Philadelphia Flyers on
Sunday, they'll likely do it without both Ville Leino and Andrej Sekera.
Yet to play in a contest this season, Leino has been aiming to get back by this weekend to
take on his former teamamtes in Philadelphia. His hip injury, however, will likely keep
him on the bench for at least another game.
"I would doubt Sunday, but certainly next week a possibility -- strong possibility,"
Rolston said of Leino's game status. "Just see how they're going, again, with the
competitive nature of things and how we have to play. We're just tracking that."
The Sabres are attempting to get Leino's conditioning up to game level before he hits the
ice when it counts. The forward is just ready to put the injury behind him this season.
"Yeah, I've been eager for a while," Leino remarked. "It's been a long time and I'm
having fun out there even doing drills."
Playing in the game against New Jersey, Sekera had to leave in the third period due to
an unspecified injury. He missed practice on Friday, to which interim coach Ron
Rolston labeled him as "day-to-day," as well as being doubtful for the Flyers game.
Rolston did say that Tuesday night against the New York Rangers remained a
possibility.
Sekera's injury is another to add to the blue line for Buffalo. Both Jordan Leopold and
Alexander Sulzer still remain on Injured Reserve with their respective ailments. Leopold
was once again on the ice for practice with the team.
"Getting close," he said after the skate. "We've got another day of practice tomorrow,
and re-evaluate, and go from there."
The Sabres, bedecked with 14 forwards and 7 defensemen, skated at the Timothy J.
Burvid Ice Rink in South Buffalo this afternoon. Their normal practice spot, First
Niagara Center, is being transformed for the Rihanna concert Friday evening. Even their
usual backup spot, the Northtown Center, was being used for a hockey tournament of
it's own, forcing the Sabres to find other means.
Buffalo takes on Philadelphia on the road Sunday night at 7:30 pm.

Sinking Flyers back home to face improving Sabres
By Dave Lozo
NHL.com
March 10, 2013
SABRES (9-13-3) at FLYERS (11-14-1)
TV: TSN2, NBCSN
Last 10: Buffalo 3-5-2; Philadelphia 5-5-0
Season series: This is the second of three meetings. The Buffalo Sabres won 5-2 on Jan.
20 at home.
Big story: The Philadelphia Flyers are reeling and looking more and more like a team
that is going to miss the Stanley Cup Playoffs. They have 23 points, three fewer than the
eighth-place New York Rangers, but the Flyers have played more games than almost
everyone in the Eastern Conference. The Sabres are 3-2-2 under new coach Ron
Rolston, but a long way from postseason contention.
Team Scope:
Sabres: Buffalo was up 2-0 with less than seven minutes remaining against the New
Jersey Devils on Thursday. But the Sabres allowed a pair of goals and lost in a shootout,
turning what looked like two sure points into a consolation point.
It was a particularly tough loss for backup goaltender Jhonas Enroth, who exited the
game with cramps after allowing the second goal and watched Ryan Miller fall in the
shootout.
"We're disappointed we couldn't get the win for him," Rolston said of Enroth. "The guys
were working. There was a lot of sacrifice out there. I like the way our team is competing
right now."
Flyers: Players considered this week an important one, with road games against the
Rangers, Pittsburgh Penguins and Boston Bruins. The Flyers left those three games
without a point following a 3-0 loss Saturday in Boston. The players had a closed-door
meeting after the latest loss.
"After 1-0, we stopped competing," Flyers coach Peter Laviolette said. "Up until that
point, 10 minutes into the game, guys were playing hard. There wasn't a lot of room out
there either way. They scored a goal and we never recovered. We never responded to it.
We were looking for a response from last game and that wasn't the response we were
looking for."

Who's hot: Sabres forward Cody Hodgson has two goals and two assists in his past four
games. ... Flyers forward Jakub Voracek has nine goals and nine assists in his past 10
games.
Injury report: Sabres defenseman Jordan Leopold (hand) has missed the past seven
games and remains doubtful. Forward Patrick Kaleta will be serving the second of a fivegame suspension for his hit on Rangers forward Brad Richards on March 3. ... The
Flyers will not have forwards Tye McGinn (orbital) and Jody Shelley (hip).

Sabres acquire land to build hockey complex
Associated Press
March 8, 2013
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) -- The Buffalo Sabres have the deed in hand, giving them the goahead to develop a $172 million hockey-themed entertainment complex across from
their downtown arena.
Sabres chief development officer Cliff Benson and Mayor Byron Brown officially signed
the paperwork to transfer the former parking lot in exchange for $2.2 million on Friday.
Construction crews have already broken ground, with work scheduled to be done by
spring 2015. Once completed, the complex will include two ice rinks, a 200-room hotel
overlooking the city's harbor front, a parking ramp and retail space.
Called HARBORcenter, the complex will serve as home to the Buffalo Regals, a local
minor hockey association, which the Sabres acquired this week. The Sabres also hope to
acquire
national
and
international
hockey
tournaments.

City transfers ownership of Webster Block to Sabres
By Jill Terreri
Buffalo News
March 8, 2013
The City of Buffalo on Friday officially transferred ownership of the Webster Block to
the Buffalo Sabres, which will put $2.2 million in the city’s general fund.
Cliff Benson, Sabres’ chief development officer, assured Mayor Byron W. Brown that the
check would clear, saying, “We have good financial backing.”
Brown and Benson attended a signing ceremony in the lobby of First Niagara Center,
across Perry Street from the Webster Block, a 2-acre parcel where the Sabres are
building a hockey destination expected to draw 550,000 annual visitors.
HarborCenter, a $172.2 million complex that includes two ice rinks, a 200-room hotel
and 845-space parking garage, is currently under construction, though a ceremonial
groundbreaking is planned for April. The rinks’ opening is scheduled for September
2014, with the hotel slated to open in spring 2015.
The project also includes a 12,000-square-foot sports bar at Washington and Scott
streets and 8,000 square feet of retail space along Main Street.
A proposal to develop the block from the Sabres and owner Terry Pegula was selected by
Brown in August following a competitive bid process.

Big 'pivot' on Webster Block a blueprint to follow on the ice
By Mike Harrington
Buffalo News
March 8, 2013
The Sabres have been too stale for too long. We've all heard that line. I've used it too.
But you look at the roster and you see plenty of change the last two years. Now the coach
is different. One thing I've noticed about Terry Pegula & Co. is they're not afraid to try it
another way.
"We tend to pivot," team president Ted Black told me today after the press conference to
transfer the Webster Block to the team from the city that officially paves the way for the
spectacular, $172 million HarborCenter. "This project was off our radar completely.
We're not land developers.
"The epiphany for us was that somebody is going to build something right at our front
door. We're either going to maybe like it or hate it. At that point, Terry said, 'There's one
way to fix that. We'll do it ourselves.' "
I'm with Black on the project. It's a complete game changer for downtown. He said
hockey fans should have "goosebumps when they think about the possibilities of having
three rinks under one NHL campus/roof." The potential is huge for things like youth
tourneys, college and junior games, the Regals partnership announced yesterday. It
would help with ancillary rink space for a return someday of the Frozen Four and World
Juniors too.
Pretty obvious the Sabres have to pivot on this team too. They know it. The play is better
but the results remain discouraging. That said, Black likes what he's seen from interim
coach Ron Rolston.
"I like what I'm hearing from the players about Ron," Black said. "I think Ron is 'Cool
Hand Luke' when it comes to a lot of this stuff. He doesn't get rattled. He pays attention
to detail. He's certainly not looking up to the ceiling the first time he's in a building like
your first time in New York City as a country bumpkin. I really like what I'm hearing
from the players. They're playing a little bit better right now.
"Ron is good at developing players. Especially with a team that does have a corps of
young guys, they probably need that kind of mentoring more than others."

Sabres deeded site of $170M HarborCenter
By Jim Fink
Business First
March 8, 2013
As they were signing the deed and other documents that officially turned over the
ownership and control of the Webster Block from the City of Buffalo to the Buffalo
Sabres, Cliff Benson turned to Mayor Byron Brown and offered some reassuring words.
“Don’t worry, we have good financial backing,” Benson, the Sabres’ chief development
officer, said a joking reference to team owner Terry Pegula, the billionaire who is
financing the project.
As the Friday morning ceremony was taking place in First Niagara Center, the Sabres
were wiring the $2.2 million sale price for the Webster Block to Buffalo, where it is
going into the city’s general fund. The deed-transfer ceremony was the latest step as the
Sabres’ organization begins construction on the $172 million HarborCenter project. The
nearly 600,000-square-foot, 18-story building, set for the Webster Block, will be
anchored by a pair of hockey rinks, a 200-room, full-service hotel, 850-space parking
garage, hockey-themed sports bar/restaurant, off-ice training and conditioning center
and other amenities.
Construction on the HarborCenter began last week and the rinks are slated to open by
September 2014. The hotel will open in spring 2015.
“One year ago, this was a dream,” Benson said. “We view today as the end of the
beginning. It’s time to build.”
The HarborCenter is considered to be a key economic development linchpin for
downtown Buffalo, the Canalside District and, by extension, the region.
Sabres officials say it will welcome 500,000 people annually through its doors and will
host major amateur, collegiate and youth hockey teams and tournaments.
Brown said the building is the latest example of a major building boom taking place in
the city. Currently, there is more than $1.5 billion worth of projects either under
construction or in the city’s immediate economic development pipeline.
“This project has hit on every single milestone that we have laid out,” Brown said.
Brown, in his 2012 “State of the City” address, said he wanted to put the Webster Block
out to bid. The nearly two-acre site, located just across from First Niagara Center, was a
300-car surface parking lot. The project went to bid last April and by August, the Sabres
were designated developers for the parcel. The only other bid, a $75 million mixed-use
building as proposed by developer Carl Paladino, has been shifted to Buffalo’s
Waterfront Village.

“This is an example of fast tracking,” Brown said. “I envisioned a spectacular proposal
and we got that from the Buffalo Sabres. I think people are really sitting up and taking
notice.”
Benson said he understands the role the HarborCenter will play for Canalside and
downtown Buffalo. It will be the first dual-rink, mixed-use project directly connected to
a National Hockey League rink. HarborCenter visitors will be able to walk across a
covered walkway above Perry Street that will connect the building with First Niagara
Center.
“We understand that we are now part of Buffalo’s front door and we wanted to improve
that front door,” Benson said.

Sabres expand amateur hockey footprint
Business First
March 8, 2013
As the Buffalo Sabres prepare to acquire land for a $170 million development, the team
continues expanding into the youth hockey market with the acquisition of the Buffalo
Regals Tier I program beginning in the 2014-15 season.
The new youth hockey association will play under the Buffalo Jr. Sabres organization
and be housed at the HarborCenter complex, which is scheduled to open Sept. 1, 2014.
The organization will formally take over the property next to First Niagara Center Friday
at a news conference with city officials. The project calls for twin ice rinks and a hotel.
With the addition of the Regals, the Sabres will operate teams from the Mite Major level
(8 years old) through Midget 18 U and continue to be members of the South-Central
(Ontario) Triple A Hockey League and the Tier I Elite League.
“The Buffalo Regals have operated for 60 years in Buffalo and are considered one of the
best youth hockey organizations in the Northeast,” said Michael Gilbert, vice president
of public & community relations for the Sabres. “We believe we can further elevate the
level of development of youth hockey players in the Buffalo area and make our new
HarborCenter complex a destination that youth hockey players and parents from across
the United States and Canada will want to come to play and train at.”
Officials said the Regals organization received no payment from the Sabres, who will be
responsible for all financial aspects of the Tier I organization when it begins play in
2014.
The Regals will continue to operate their Tier I organization for the 2013-14 season and
their Tier II and House programs will continue to operate as they currently do in future
years. The announcement only affects the Tier I portion of the Regals organization. As
part of the arrangement between the two groups, the Buffalo Sabres will work with the
Buffalo Regals Tier II and House programs in future years both on and off the ice
through youth clinics, coaching clinics and fan development.

Sabres & city finalize purchase of Webster Block
WBFO
March 8, 2013
The Buffalo Sabres and City of Buffalo have finalized the $2.2 million land sale of the
Webster Block in downtown Buffalo, paving the way for the major HARBORcenter
development.
"Today is a great day," said Cliff Benson, Chief Development Officer with the Buffalo
Sabres, as Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown and Sabres leaders officially signed the property
deed Friday morning.
"Our teams were working around the clock on this to make sure it was moving on time.
I'm just very proud, as mayor, of this process," said Mayor Byron Brown.
"It's time to build," said Benson.
The Sabres expect to break ground on the $172 million HARBORcenter possibly by midApril. It will feature two hockey rinks, a 200-room hotel, retail and restaurants, and an
850-space parking garage, and will be connected to the arena with a block-long bridge
over Perry Street.
The Sabres expect to create 205 full time and 160 part-time jobs through the project.
Benson insists, HARBORcenter will be ready in September of 2014, with the hotel to
open in the spring of 2015. The Sabres want to make the future hockey rinks a
community facility used not only to coach coaches and train players, but open to
organizations and schools.
"We want this to be something for the whole community," said Benson. "This is now
going to be part of Buffalo's front door."

Sabres Finalize Purchase of Webster Block
WGRZ
March 8, 2013
BUFFALO, N.Y. -- The Buffalo Sabres finalized their purchase of the Webster Block
Friday, marking another significant step forward for the HARBORcenter project.
Mayor Byron Brown (D-Buffalo) and Cliff Benson, the team's Chief Development
Officer, attended a deed-signing ceremony in the atrium of First Niagara Center.
Work has already started on the $172 million multipurpose facility that will sit directly
across from the arena in the city's Canalside District. A ground-breaking is expected as
soon as next month.
The structure will be anchored by two new ice rinks that will be open for community use
by September of 2014, officials said. A 200-room, full-service hotel is expected to open
in May of 2015.
Sabres officials would not say who would operate the new hotel, although the Marriott
hotel chain has been rasied in connection with the project in the past.
In addition to the ice rinks and hotel, there are plans for a hockey-themed, upscale
restaurant and bar, additional retail space and an 850-space parking structure.
HARBORcenter will have 18 floors when complete.
Planners anticipate that 500,000 people a year will be visit the new HARBORcenter -- a
number greater than the number of fans who attend Buffalo Bills games at Ralph Wilson
Stadium in a season, or roughly 1,300 people per day. The project is expected to create
350 new jobs for the area.
The facility will be directly connected to First Niagara Center and the combined
structure will be the only three-pad ice complex in the National Hockey League.
Additionally, the structure will house a hockey "center of excellence," which will be
designed to help grow and develop the sport of hockey in the region.
Bensen said the closest comparison to the sports themed bar and restaurant part of the
project, which is hoped to become a downtown favorite, would be the Real Sports Bar
and Grill which is located near the Air Canada Centre in Toronto, Ont.

City signs Webster Block over to Sabres
WIVB
March 8, 2013
BUFFALO, N.Y. (WIVB) - The ink is drying on the deed of the Webster block Friday
afternoon, after the city signed it over to Terry Pegula and the Buffalo Sabres.
PHOTOS | Check out new renderings of the Webster Block plans
Just over one year ago, Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown said he was going to send out a
request for proposals for the Webster Block. Friday, it officially belongs to the Buffalo
Sabres.
Brown signed over the deed that will eventually become the $172 million
HARBORcenter.
Brown said, “It represents tremendous additional progress in the City of Buffalo. A wire
transfer will be made with approximately $2.2 million being transferred to the city,
going into the city’s general fund account.”
Buffalo Sabres Chief Development Officer Cliff Benson said, “It’s a great day for us, a
year ago it was a dream. We stood out on the deck and thought ‘gee, I wonder if we
could put something on that piece of ground over there.’ I look at today as very much,
the end of the beginning.”
The Sabres are targeting September of 2014 for the opening. That includes the two
hockey rinks, retail shopping, parking spaces and sports bar. The hotel has a tentative
opening for the spring of 2015.
Brown says the speed of the project was aggressive from the start, something Buffalo
needed. Brown said, “We wanted to move quickly, we wanted to send a message to the
people of Buffalo and western New York, and to the development community around
the country and internationally, that Buffalo is a good place to do business.”

Sabres Sign Deed for Webster Block
By John Borsa
WKBW
March 8, 2013
BUFFALO, NY (WKBW) - The Webster Block has officially been sold to the Buffalo
Sabres.
Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown held a deed signing ceremony this morning at First Niagara
Center with the Chief Development Officer of the Buffalo Sabres, Cliff Benson.
The $170 million HARBORcenter project will break ground next month and open in
September, 2014.
The complex will include a hotel, 12,000 square foot sports bar, parking and two ice
rinks.
"We're hockey-centric - we've got two hockey rinks there but that gives you a wide
variety of things that you can do. Youth hockey tournaments on the weekends is going to
be a big part of it," said Benson.
Mayor Brown said the first and largest private development in Canalside should help to
bring in more private dollars. The Sabres estimate 500,000 people a year will visit
HARBORcenter.
"We wanted to move quickly. We wanted to send a message to the people of Buffalo and
WNY and to the development community around the country that Buffalo is a good
place
to
do
business,"
Brown
said.

